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This wasn’t going well. Usually in your switch offs with your partner you were a bit more capable of 

turning the tables. Usually, it was so much closer than this. This contest had been one sided all 

evening. But you still had one trick up your sleeve. 

Your partner had just brought you back up, to gloat. But this wasn’t over. Your partner liked to use 

their words. You were a much more kinaesthetic hypnotist than they were. And whilst their words 

were… Enchanting. You could feel yourself now, struggling to stay up as they spoke. 

All you had to do was take their words away. And you had a trigger that did just that. “Mute!” You 

said, using all your energy to press a finger to your lips. Your partner went silent, looking at you, 

impressed. You met their gaze for a moment, then tried to laugh. 

Only, your lips wouldn’t part to make noise. A few more moments passed, and then they laughed, 

triumphantly. “Oh, you should see the look on your face!” They said. “You look so confused! 

Memory’s such a funny thing. Didn’t you remember me inverting that trigger?” 

You… You didn’t. You didn’t remember. But you knew that you couldn’t speak. That one spark of 

defiance had been turned against you so beautifully. They leant forwards, leaning over you, and 

smirked. “That was a nice try, toy. I didn’t know you had any resistance left. Drop.” 
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