


Oh. He went out
early this morning
and I assumed he
was with you.

Oh. No,
I haven't
seen him.

And he's
not answering
his phone...

Do you
need him for
something?

Not really.

I'm just
looking for
Howie... Is he
there?

No. He's not
with you?

I just haven't
seen him in
a while...

Actually, now
that I think about it
I'm pretty sure he has
an exam coming up.

And if he's off
studying somewhere
you're probably not
gonna find him.

You know how he
gets during exams.

Oh, okay.
Thanks.

I'm gonna keep
looking for him but
if you see him tell

him to text me.

N\n













Where have
you been?

I've
been looking
everywhere

I've just been
kinda busy lately.

I have this
test at the end
of the week...

Have you been
avoiding me?




...I haven't been-

Howie, I haven't
seen or heard from
you in two days.

Not since that
night when we were
drinking at Ben's frat.

I mean, I get
that you're busy
with school...

But you haven't even been

answering my texts.

If I said or did
anything when I was
drunk that made you

angry, I'm sorry.

--1 don't remember
anything from that night
when we were drinking.

I blacked out.

I'm really,
really sorry.




You've got the
wrong idea. I'm not
mad at you.

....YOou're not?

Mo. And I haven't been
avoiding you either.

I've been.... trying to
decide how I was gonna talk
to you about something.







I wanted to talk to
you about how...










It's not like
I was expecting
anything from you...

I wasn't even going to tell
you... I knew you wouldn't feel
the same way, so I didn't see
the point in saying anything.

And I was so scared
of how you might react. I
didn't want to mess things
up between us.




I tried so hard to ignore
the way I felt, but it just kept
getting worse. It got so hard...

I couldn't hide it
anymore. I had to say
something...

I'm sorry... that
probably came as a
shock to you.

But like I said, it's not
like T was expecting anything
to come from it.




I just needed to get
that off my chest. And I'm
not asking you
for anything.

...Listen. You're my best
friend. I don’t want that
to change.

Our friendship means
everything to me. It's always
been enough for me.

And I hope that
you'll still be my friend,
after this.... That's

all T want.













doing alrlght.
You?




I'm surprised
you're here,
1 guess.

You didn't say anything
when we talked yesterday
and I hadn't seen you since.
And honestly T wasn't sure
if you'd talk to me
again after that.

I figured you were
probably pissed at me...







I'm sorry that I
made you feel bad... I
just needed some time
to think about it.

I mean, it was pretty
shocking to hear something like
that.... But like I said, it's not like
you did a bad thing.

I'd be lying if T said T
never loocked at any of my girl
friends in that way, without
them knowing...

So it would be pretty
hypocritical of me to be
angry at you...

A-anyway.

Listen...

The reason I'm
here is because I
wanted to tell you




...I'm sorry too

You're my
best friend.

You'll always be
my best friend. You
mean everything to me.

I'd never--
I don't want this to--




Like I said, I just wanted
to tell you how I felt.

I knew you were straight,
so I wasn't expecting anything
to come out of it.

The only thing that
matters to me is that
we stay friends.




I think we
should separate.

For a little while.

I do, Sooch. But....

I need to get over
you first. And I'm not
going to be able to do
that if we stay together.

I need to hang
out with other people.
Maybe...try to meet

someone else...

Why? I thought
you said you wanted
to stay friends..?




....Sooch, you gotta
understand. It's not easy
for me to be around

you right now.

This isn't some
stupid crush that I
can just get over.

I've never felt this
way about anyone
before. I...

..... I'm probably
in love with you.

Whenever I was with you,
those feelings got stronger. And I

know that if we keep hanging out, it'll
just keep getting worse.

For god's sake, you and I
are supposed to get an apartment
together next year. I can't live with you
if I still feel this way towards you.




...Do you get
it now?

Things between
us will never go back
to normal unless you
give me space.

If you ever
need anything... I'm
right down the hall.




Maybe you should slow down
a little, Howie... You're drinking
a lot more than usual.

Yeah, well, T
had a bad week.

\‘ Let the boy

do his thing,

Steph!
A
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got the right 2
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Jesus, be
careful, will ya?!




Oh no!! Did you
guys get in a fight?







Hey!! Where are
you going?! I need
your help!

We don't
wanna touch it!

Help me get
him off before he
throws up.

W JGODDAMMIT
j STEPH

Are you serious?!
You guys were the
ones who gave him all
that alcohol in the
first place!

Come back!

STEPH GET
BACK HERE!

Moo let
me goll




Yup.
Alright, everybody
grab a limb




Haha, aw. This reminds
me of freshman year. You always
used to draw on his face whenever
he passed out.

Yeah, he used to get so
mad at me. He actually stopped
drinking so much around be

because of that.

Do you still have
the pictures?

Yeah! Howie has no
idea I even took any, though.

Ugh, his hair is in
the way. Can | borrow
your hair tie?

And can you
take a picture?

Yeah, he hasn't gotten
this plastered since freshman
year. | wonder why he drank
so much tonight.

Oh, he said he
had a bad week.




Hey Sooch, are
you and Howie fighting

Nothing. Just, he
was crying for you!




Yeah. Like | said, he
was really drunk.

.... | probably shouldn't be here.

| gotta go...

Wait! | still need you
to help me move him!

What? You don't
need me for that!

Just wake him up!




I shouldn't have
done that...

Since, he didn't see
me, maybe he won't
realize it was me..?

Ah, shit....
Did | pass out...?

Dude,
wake up.
Seriously man,
get up.

end of chapter five




