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chapter sixteen

So what do you
guys want to do this
weekend?

What?! But it's
the weekend!

Yeah, but | have
class tomorrow.

Damn, | keep forgetting
that you have class on Saturdays.
Can't you take some time off?

Not really. Next week is my last
week so all my finals are due. | have a
lot of work to do this weekend.



Next weekend
then. I'm gonna hold
you to it.

I'm going to
bed. Goodnight.







Haha, alright.

Goodnight.
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Sorry... | was trying
not to wake you.




Hey... you're not just
going to bed now, are
you? It's light out!

And you're shaking!

Were you drinking
coffee?! Seriously?!




| don't want to
hear this right now.

Okay, okay! I'll drop
it. I'm sorry.

You wanted me
to hold you, right?
I'll hold you.

Come on, I'm
sorry. Tell me what
you want me to do.










Maybe you
should take the

| think your
mental health is a

pretty legitimate
reason....

I'm on probation.
I'm not allowed to miss
class unless | have a
legitimate reason.

| don't understand why
you keep doing this to yourself,
Sooch. You're up late almost every
night. All you do is schoolwork
twenty-four seven.

This isn't healthy!

It's not like | want to
stay up all night!




I'm not like you, okay?!
It takes me hours to finish every
single goddamn assignment

| tell you all the
time that I'm doing the
best | can here!

| have a ton of work to
do every day and | need to do
really well so they don't kick me out
of school! | can't just go fo bed
whenever!







No... it's fine.

| didn't mean anything
by it. It just sucks to watch you
go through this. I..... you know.
| love you, and I'm worried

| still have to say
this. You don't look so
good these days.

Do you want to
try emailing your professor to
ask if you could take the day off?
You could tell him you're sick. If
we need to get a doctors note
we can get one.

Okay. Do what
you gotta do.

Just one
more week,

Even if he said it was
okay... | just feel like | need to
be there. | don't want to risk
anything by missing class.




Is it safe to
come out yet?

Oh, jeez. |
forget you're here
sometimes.




Sorry if you
heard any yelling.

It was nothing.

Did you guys fight?

No... it wasn't
a fight, really...

Sooch stays up
late almost every night doing
school work and it's really
taking a toll on him.

| know that he's working as
hard as he can. But if | ever tell him that

he needs to go to bed earlier or whatever,
he gets angry with me. Or frustrated.
Or... | don't know.

He thinks I'm saying he's not
working hard enough, | guess.




| kinda get why he'd get
frustrated by that. He's always had trouble
with school, and you never really did.

... | know that | probably
don't understand what he's going through.
But that doesn't change the fact that he
hasn't been taking care of himself.

This might come out wrong,
but | think a lot of the stress he feels is all
in his head. He's doing well in his classes but
he's still so paranoid about failing.

He didn't even feel
comfortable asking his professor
for a sick day today. He didn't

even want to ask.

Sure he's paranoid.
There's a lot on the line
for him right now.

nothing more you \

could do, really. : ‘ \ R
[ h_.__ -

| don't know
how to help him.

He's just gotta finish
the semester. Or take a
real break, at least.

....| feel like | add to
his stress. This thing between us
didn't exactly happen at the ideal

time..... or in the ideal way.

MNah, | don't think so.




7 You don't think what?

That you're
stressin' him out.

Why? Did he
say something?

We, uh... we had
What did he say? a conversation last night. He
didn't say anything like that.

Howie, | don't
know if I'm...

It was a conversation
between him and me, you know?
We talked a lot. If you want to
ask about it, ask him.

But he definitely
didn't say anything like
that. | promise.




Here, Casey.

I'm done with yours.
| thought it was good.
| didn’t really have
much to say.

Thanks. I'm done
with yours too.
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Remember to Al_righ,t guys.
submit your papers to Time’s up.

the dropbox by midnight
on Tuesday!

Final presentations
are on Wednesday and Saturday,
although you only need to attend
class on the day you're presenting.
You can find me during office hours

if you have any questions.
A




...l was actually
wondering if | could get the
name of that counselor you

had recommended....

....0h. Yeah.
No problem....

You changed your mind.
Is everything okay?

[, uh.... | yelled at my
boyfriend this morning
for no good reason

because of it.

ErEthw.

Just, you know.
You were probably
right about it.

I've been stressed
and | think it's starting
to really get to me.

Did you have a
guestion about
the paper?




Well, I'm
sorry to hear that
happened.

I hope that my
class wasn't foo much
of a contributing factor.

Haha, well | can't
say that it helped.

Here. She's not in the
office on weekends but she'll
be here next week.




| just wanted to say that
I really enjoyed having you
as my teacher....

You're presenting
on Wednesday, right? The
finish line is in sight.

Yeah,
thankfully.

I'll see you next
week, professar.




| want you to know
that it... that it made a big
difference for me. I'm going to miss
having you as my teacher.

But you know, if you
decide to pursue writing,

which | think you
should consider, because
you definitely have a
talent for it,

you'll probably end up in
one of my classes again. | teach
a handful of advanced
writing classes.

Really? Because
I'll probably end up
majoring in english...

Even though your
class sorta kicked my butt,
| learned a lot...

Also, | had a hard time
managing the workload from all my
classes this summer, but you were

always really helpful...

Well, it was a pleasure to
have you in class, Casey.




Oh, would you
look at the time....

You already signed
up! You can't take it back!

But regardless,
Wednesday won't be the last
time you see me. The writing

showcase is at the end
of the month-
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It sucked. |
to drop dead.

feel like I'm about

How was
your day?




....Hey, Howie?

I'm sorry again
about this morning.

| thought about it all
day. | feel really bad about it.

| know that you're
just trying to look out for me. |
shouldn't have yelled at you.

| know, baby.
Go lay down.




Sooch... |
told you it's okay. |
understand. I'm not-

No, it's not okay.
| don't ever want to be the
kind of person who yells
at you for no reason...

I'm going to
make an appointment
with the school counselor
next week...

..Only when
you deserve it.

Hold on. You feel
like you have to see
the counselor?

| mean... | guess.
| haven't really been feeling
like myself lately. My professor has
been encouraging me to go for
a while now.

i / | know that you

b have a lot on your plate
| right now, and that
you're really tired.

()

)
But I really, really,

really, really.... really think we
should go out tonight.

7 ([ re—




Just to get dinner!
Nothing crazy! Maybe see a
movie or something, if you're

up forit.

| promise we wouldn't
stay out late. I'd get you back
by ten and we'd go
right to bed.

I don't mean to get on
your case. | know you're doing
your best. But you've gone so long
without taking any time for yourself.
And now it's gotten to the point
where you want to get
professional help.

I'm not saying that
this'll fix anything....

But don't you think
that it might feel good to
get off campus for a
little while?

| mean.... maybe. Dinner and
a movie might be good...

| was going to work on my
paper tonight, but my classmate didn't
really make any corrections during peer
review today.... So | guess | have
less work to do tonight, now...




Oh come on! We're
dating! I'm allowed to
take you out!

Believe it or not,
that's an actual thing
that couples do!

What time
were you thinking?

I'm not sure.

Maybe around six?

What if we left at seven? That
would give me a little more time
to get some work done.

But it doesn't matter.
| can't really afford to leave
campus anyway. I'm not
working.

You don't have
to worry about that. I'd
take care of everything.

You're very
persuasive.

Thank god for that.

Yes! That's fine!
You want to go?




What movie
do you want
to see?

It's going to
be, like, 75 degrees
outside tonight.

| don't know
what's playing. Can
you pick one?

Haha, okay.
I'll find a place. :
for dinner?

Get some sleep.

Uh... | want
to have soup,
| think.




Hey. The car's
almost here.

Are you still
good to go?

Oh, okay.
Yeah, | think so.

So | found a theater
about ten minutes away.

The only
thing is....

And there's a
japanese restaurant right
How do you feel ~ across the street. | think you
about getting dinner can get soup there,
after the movie? . right?

| know that all the
normal people usually
eat dinner first....

but | thought it
might be good for us to see a
comedy. And the only showing time
that works for us is 7:15.

But if you want to eat
first there's an action and a horror
maovie playing later.

No, | think the comedy is
a good call. | don't mind eating later.




Okay. I'll go flag
the car down.




..Should | change
my clothes?

| mean... you put
yourself together. | just have
a sweatshirt on. | can change
if you want.

N-n-no! I'm not really-

This is pretty much
how | normally dress!

I'm just a little happy to | mean, | just...
be going somewhere with you. :
Ignore me. | want you to wear
whatever's comfortable for you.

Are you guys going?

Yeah. The car
just got here.







Yeah, it's
fine. Just...

This is probably
gonna sound a
little stupid.

| finished the work | ‘
anted to do today and all. But |

feel... | don't know. Guilty, | guess?
Like | should still be working...




| know...

But you know
that's not true. You
deserve some time off.

Let's try not
to worry about school
tonight.































Welcome!
















| honestly didn't
really think that this
was a good idea...

..but it felt good.
Thank you.

Even though | had
to drag you out here kicking
and screaming?

Come on, don't
say it like that.




Well, I'm glad
you had a good time.

I'm happy that
you decided to come. | really
missed hanging out with
you like this.

....| miss hanging out
with you, too.

| miss it a lot.

Isn't that funny? We live
together and everything, and I'm with you
all the time... but now that | think about it, it
really does feel like it's been a long time
since we last hung out together.

| guess that one's my fault,
though. I've been so preoccupied with
school... And even though we've been

together, | guess | haven't exactly
been.... present- -
e e




No! We said that
we weren't gonna think
about school tonight!

| haven't thought about
school all night, actually....

Actually, to be
honest... what I've been
thinking about is...

The food you
didn't finish!




Here, try mine!
It's really good.

Are you
kidding me?

How could you
do this to me?

...Mh. Oh-

Oh, damn. These
noodles are long-




Hang tight.
I'll get a car.




But don't you
have to go to bed?
You're exhausted.

Well, yeah....
Do you want
to stay out a little
But | think that longer?
one more hour would
be fine....

Well... alright. As But | promised you

long as you won't hate we wouldn't stay out late.

me in the morning.

Howie, I'm just not
ready to go back yet. I'm
having fun.

Just one more
hour. Please?




| hear music.

Let's check out
this place.

So where are
we going?

| don't know.
Let's just walk.

"It's not about the
destination, it's about the
journey", right?

You said that
to me once.




Wait. Wait!

Is there a bouncer?

I'm still just a baby!

| don't see one.
Just act cool!







| didn't Whoa! It's
realize someone okay!

was standing
behind me... =" T/ It was an

I'm sorry. P 4 accident!

Don't even

4 : worry about it.
Seriously, it's

all good.

Here, let me
help you.




Let me see. Were
you able to dry it? Of course that
would happen to you.

This was the
best we could do.

Did you see that woman's
face? She looked like she thought |
was gonna give her a black eye.

Yes, because you're
so very intimidating.




It's an older crowd,
isn't it. We're so out of
place here.

Well, we're
nowhere near campus.










Sooch... there are people
around.. You said-

| know. | don't
care anymore...
















...Thanks again
for coming out with
me tonight.




| had so much fun.
| hope you did too....

Even though we
No.... | had a lot of fun. stayed out way later than
Thanks for taking me. | feel a we said we would.
lot better than | did before.

Though I'm
falling asleep on my
feet over here.





































Do you know.... when |
first realized that | was starting
to fall in love with you...?

It was when | realized that
my favorite part of the day was going
to bed with you.... and holding you, and
being held by you, like this.










