chapter twentytwo

Shh. Go back
to sleep.

I'm sorry. I'll
turn it off.
















# I hope | didn't
wake you. Did you
sleep well?




Last night

4

/
Last night with you \
Was.... SO special.




I'don't think
| can say. that out
‘Ioud because you

mlghtrworry that it
u/ ‘was\too fast.

| 'never expected that
| 4 to happen. Not this soon\
| was completely swept away

!l \was a entlrel ”erso I can’t believe how
| JUS 2 fe m\u/i:h | wanted that.

But maybe....
I JUSt wish that we
had tlmed ita little
betteriso you
could stay.

I wish you didn't
have to go....

Ny e

| got time.

Wha--
You're gonna
be late!

I'm not
gonna be late.




Do | have
everything?

Phone. Keys.
Wallet....




| love you.







Come here!

I don't have
time. I'm gonna be
late for work!

Come on!
Just a sec!

Where the hell
have you been? We
haven't seen you
lately.

Oh, yeah. Sorry.
I've been a little
preocupied.




Well, come
by sometime
soon.

I willl T will.

I really have to go,
though. My supervisor
will kill me.







whole summer working
a job.




...Whatcha
looking at?

. Nothing....

That guy is....
really fucking weird.

Mot well. He's
friends with Howie so
he comes around
sametimes.




He's not friendly.

No, he isn't.
Even now, he just-

Well he's... he's
just antagonistic for
no reason.

| have no idea why
Howie is friends with
someone like that.




Molly saw you and Anyway, listen.
Howie together at Abaout last night,
the party....




She saw you! |
tried to play it off but
it didn’t work.

She didn't react
badly, though. She says
she won't tell anyone.

..What else
did she say?

"Makes sense".




She really
said that!?

You're laughing....
| thought you'd be
freaking out.

| mean, obviously |
wish she hadn't seen that.
We were being stupid.

But no.... we're ready
to come clean about it.




It sure would have
been nice to know that
last night! | was panicking!

| was like, "what the
hell are they thinking!”

Well,

: damn Sooch!!
| was wearing

my hoodie....

Oh, you were
wearing your hoodie!

Real discreet!
Nicely done!




Did you give me
this coffee to butter
me up?

I'm not gonna lie,
| thought you were gonna
have a meltdown when you
heard about Molly.

| thought | better
grease the wheels!

You know Howie would
tell you off if he knew
you gave this to me.

Howie ain't here.




What are you doing?

Oh, you have that
writing thing coming
up, don't you.

Did you
decide what you're
gonna write?

Oh, | don't
know. Maybe.

Oh. It was
really good.

How was last
night with Molly
by the way?

She's actually
still here... She slept
over again.

Yeah. We were over at
Ben's talking for hours, and it
just got so late. It was better to
have her crash here than
drive home.




She's got
bad taste.

Go fuck yourself.

| don't know.
| like her. It was
a good night.

I'm gonna shower.




Good morning.

....Sorry about the
surprise last night.




I'm sarry | found
out in the way | did.

| know you guys
had been keeping
it a secret....

No, it's fine.

It feels stupid,
in retrospect. | was so
insecure about it
for so long.

| need to stop worrying
so much about other people.
What difference would
it make, anyway?

Howie and | are gonna
be together. We're gonna be
together regardless.

So, it's like....
serious.




| have a million
bazillion questions.
Are you in love?

Sorry! | won't pry.
If you're happy, I'm
happy for you.

What about you?
| heard you had
a good night.

Casey.... | like him!
He seems like such
a nice guy.

Is he?

Is he a nice guy?

| don't know
about that.




Come on. | know you
joke but I'm serious.

I'm asking you in
confidence if Josh is actually
a nice guy. You know him
better than | do.

...\What do
you mean? What
happened?

He'd just... get
angry a lot. Raise
his voice at me.

My last boyfriend....
wasn’t nice.

[ just want
to be with a
nice guy....

| don't want to get
involved with Josh unless
he's a nice person.

Josh is a really
great guy. He's a
good person.

He likes you.
He'd never treat
you like that.




Ugh, Casey....

I'm fine. It's not a
big deal or anything.

It was a long
time ago....







| gotta go. I'll
see you guys later.




What do
you mean?

You're referring
me to someone else?




But you You and | will
want me to see a still work together.
psychiatrist....

But | think it would
be beneficial to get other
professionals involved, to
be comprehensive,

Unfortunately, as a
school counselor, my reach
is a bit limited.

You really think
that's necessary?

| do recommend it....

You've been struggling
academically for many years,
and it's been having a significant
negative impact on your
guality of life.

A psychiatrist can work
with you to get to the root of
it all. That's how we improve

your situation.




And frankly, | am
concerned that the next
semester is beginning soon.

You just went through
a grueling summer session
and you won't be getting
much of a break.

| don't want fatigue
or stress to get the better
of you. | want to get you as
prepared as possible.

Not at all.
You're hardly
unusual.




Here are a list of some local practices.
| don't recommend any one practice over
another. Check with your insurance to see
which providers are in network.

| hope you'll call
sooner than later.







It's about five.
Do you mind if
| head out?

I'm finished
over here.

...You were
distracted today.

We all have those
days. But you have to be
careful in the lab.
There are hazardous
materials all over the place,
so it's dangerous.

And funding is limited,
so we can't be wasteful.

I'm sorry.... I'll be
more careful.













Kinda lousy.
| have to fill you in
on some things.
You?

'
‘ I'm having

a great day!

Get over it.

How was
your day?

| swear to
god, Howie...







Molly....
saw us last
night?




Although, yeah.
| wish she didn't find
out like that.

Josh too,
while we're on
the subject.

I'm so sorry.
That was my fault.

No, Howie....
It's okay. We talked
about this last night,
didn't we?

| mean, | think if we're
ready to tell our parents,
we're ready to tell the
rest of our friends.

Maybe the next
time we out ourselves,
we do it through a
verbal discussion?













..\W-who are
ya texting?




We were planning
on going to the gym
together tomorrow.




| think so.... he's the
only one of our friends who
I'm actually worried about,
sort of.

When | first came
out to him he was weird about it.
| know he never meant any real harm,
but | don't want him making any
comments towards you.

....| think | should
talk to Ben about us when
| see him tomorrow,

You want to
do it alone?




| can handle it!
It doesn't matter
what he says!

It doesn't matter
what anyone says! It won't
change anything! I'm not

going anywhere!

Yeah.... | do....







You're my baby....

I'll always worry
about you.

I'm always gonna
look out for you....







