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ara didn’t speak. So she watched

silently as a group of fellow ninth

graders snatched her pencil case out of

her book bag and busted it under the

heels of their black penny loafers. Sara
was tired. Exhausted. All she wanted was to go
home. But she couldn’t.

“You think you’re so special with your fancy
hair, permed and dyed,” said the group’s leader,
with her too-short bangs and over-plucked
eyebrows. Sara had been trying to avoid fights
with the girl since she had arrived at the school.

She reached up and touched her hair. She
hated it. Her American mother had beautiful
hair, sandy blond and curly. Sara’s wasn’t curly
or even wavy. It wasn’t sleek and straight like
the hair the models on TV had either. No, Sara’s
hair was untamable frizzy. And to make
matters worse, it was a most boring shade of
dishwater brown. Nothing special or fancy at
all.

Just then across the courtyard a bunch of
sweaty, rough-talking boys spilled out from the
gym. It was the kendo team, finished with
practice for the day. The girl bullies turned
their heads in unison. Sara took the
opportunity to flee from the fight. A few
half-hearted shouts followed her, but it was
obvious she was already forgotten. For now at
least.

Slowly, she headed back to her grandparents’
creepy, 100-year-old house. As a child she had
been terrified of the place and cried whenever
her parents announced a visit for Obon or the
New Year’s holidays. She believed ghosts were
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(1) achemical substance used for killing
insects
(2) something or someone that is not
included in a general statement or does not
follow a rule or pattern
(3) to keep a person or animal apart from
others for a period of time in case they are
carrying a disease
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Chapter 1 The Bullies

hiding everywhere: in the wide rooms of cool,
sweet-smelling tatami mats, the narrow halls of
darkened and discolored wood, the too-low
ceilings, and the corners that held tight to
impenetrable shadows. Sometimes she thought
she heard voices and saw eyes peeking out of the
torn holes in the yellowing shoji-paper. Those
were the silly thoughts of a child. But, even as a
teen, Sara still thought the house was spooky.

That night over dinner her grandparents
prodded with their usual gentle questions, then
shared long gazes during the silences that
followed. Sara didn’t talk. Sara wanted to talk.
She wanted to bring up what happened at school
that day, but she was still unable to fight the
seizing knots in her throat that kept her words
from rising. She chewed the salty, pink salmon
flesh, smiled her half smile, and held back the
tears welling in her eyes.

“It’ll be better tomorrow,” her grandmother
said.

Sara wanted to believe it would be better
tomorrow, but couldn’t see it and couldn’t
imagine ever being happy again. It felt like she
was drowning in the sea and this moment right
now was the last gulp of air before she went
under.

Sara nodded and slowly used her chopsticks to
roll the blackened fish skin into the shape of a
rose. Her mother had the most spectacular
climbing rose bush on the veranda of their
apartment in the city. It was an oasis of quiet
beauty in the middle of all that gray and noise.
She wondered what had happened to it. Was
someone watering and fertilizing it, or had it
been chopped up and thrown into the trash?

That night in her futon, head buried in the
lavender-scented pillow, Sara cried for the first
time since she came to her grandparents’ home.
That weakness must have loosened something
or attracted something, because that was also
the first night The Shudders hit her. In that
narrow place between awake and asleep all of a
sudden there was a rumble in her chest, like a
bird trapped in a too-small cage. Like something
trying to get out.
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sunglasses: a pair of glasses with dark glass in
them that you wear to protect your eyes from
bright sunlight (Oxford Advanced Learner’s
Dictionary)
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curtains to protect our eyes from bright sunlight.
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lemon: a yellow fruit with sour juice that is
used for giving flavour to food and drink
(Oxford Wordpower Dictionary)
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ATM (automated teller machine): a machine
outside a bank that you use to get money from
your account (LDOCE)

(1M ] 1% account. [HI& ] X get &
fii 5 T get money from one’s account T& 9 & 2
FOKZEGPD T, ZHLHIT, HEHEFME
flio T, Ao TV HFEDERD LA LRI Z
FENERFERLTATLZS v,

BHRES7A2QIBS(CBELET



