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AREN'T YOU
é0OINe TO 8E
LATE KOR?

A PRINCE
SHOULON'T BE LATE
FOR A COUNCIL
MEETING...

WE MEET
AT THE THIRD,
NOT THE SECOND
BELL TODAY.

BESIDES
| HAVE IMPORTANT
WORK TO FINISH




PUT YOUR BACK
INTO IT BEFORE
THE THIRD BELLS
RINGS.

VANA : N
WON'T g€ o

SATISFIED IF YOU JUST
THRUST AIMLESSLY
LIKE THAT.

SNAKL 7““‘“[
\\ SLuKP MOW P SU(/K l DEMANDING,

THINK IT'S NATURAL
TO BE DEMANDING WHEN
ONE OF YOUIR PARTNERS

NEGLECTS YOU FOR

50 LONG-

YOU KNOW I CAN'T EVEN
FUCK YOU RIGHT NOW - YOU'RE
IN THE MIDDLE OF YOUR
MARRIAGE.

-LEAVING
ME ALL ALONE WHILE
YOU RIDE YOUR 8RAND
NEW VASHL..,

Y 18K! YOU'RE
50 cOLD.




ALL THE NOBLES
ARE INTERESTED~

SHE’'S... I'M NOT
DOING HER.

HOW
STRANGE...
I THOUGHT SHE
WOULD 8E YOUR

.. SERA, CAN N
I ASK A FAVOR? Ji

YOU'RE
DEMANDING
FAVORS OF ME,
WHILE BALLS DEEP IN
SOMEONE ELSE?!

THAT IRENIAN
\ GIRL.. MY VASHI.

CAN YOU
SPREAD IT AROUND THE
NOSILITY THAT SHE'S NOT
INTERESTED IN... THIS...?




MEAN DOING THIS,
SPECIFICALLY?

. MY,
PRINCE.

I
DIDN'T EXPECT
YOUu TO 8E SO

GREEDY...

YOU THINK
ME GREEDY..?

. SHALL
I SHOwW YOou
OTHERWISE?

YOU KNOW
WHAT I MEAN.




FINE. T'LL
B8E YOUR 6055IP
MONGER...

8UT, I'D BETTER
SEE MORE OF YOU WHILE
MY HUSBAND’S GONE!!

DON'T WANT TO 8E

LATE, AFTER ALL.




I'LL MAKE SLRE YOU
GET HOME.

.

HE SAID THOSE .
_~WORDS WITH SUCH.~
yd CONVICTION ™~

I CAN'T HELP BUT
FEEL THOUGH...

THAT HE DOESN'T
LUNDERSTAND HOW
DIFFICULT THAT
MIGHT 8E....




s ggeN |
LONELY...

| PROMISED
YOU A PROPER

NARAKYIAN WELCOME

RIGHT?




..AND FOR
SOMEONE TO
SAY THEY'RE SORRY
FOR GETTING
AGGRESSIVE,

SHOULD 8E

WRONG& TO CALL
YOU... THAT.

NEVERMIND
THAT, THE PRINCE HAS BEEN
FEEDING YOU BERRIES
RIGHT?

s —
NOT TOO SPicy Y-
SO JUST EAT  /



ISN'T IT?

THIS RESTALIRANT
DOES THE BEST RED
JEWEL CRAB IN
THE CITY!

™Y
THE RICE!

SO IS IT
TRUE THAT YOUR
KIND DON'T
FUCK?




IT'S ONLY
ALLOWED WITHIN
MARRIAGE....

NOT
THAT | EVER
MARRIED...

Oor
MOSTLY
RELIGION?

PREGNANCY
I GUESS-

DON'T TWIST
YOURSELF INTO
KNOTS TRYING TO

EXPLAIN ’ .
"’ NARAKYIAN

MARRIAGE IS
JUST AS COMPLICATED
- MAYBE EVEN
MORE SO0.

g MY PARENTS
ARE STILL ARGUING OVER
WHICH OF THE MEDIOCRE
NOBLE MEN T'LL BE
MARRIED TO- -

NOT THAT
T HAVE MUCH
. OF A 5AY.

KOR'S
ENGAGEMENT TOOK
A YEAR ALONE TO

DECIDE... g

H-HE'S
ENGAGED?




f s - / OF COURSE,
L i ; A HE'S A NARAKYIAN
& | AFTER ALL.

| SAW HIM
WITH ANOTHER }

HAS MANY
PARTNERS!

WHAT'S HER
NAME?

, AN
SHE'S ENTIRE YEAR
A NOBLE FROM ! WAS WASTED 8Y
THE NORTHERN THAT COUNCIL JUST
CITY. ARGUING ABOUT WHO
HE WOULD MARRY.

USELESS
MEN-

YOU'RE
RANTING AGAIN
NAR.

WOMEN
- IN MY VILLAGE
AREN'T ALLOWED

: TO DORINK. . .

YOU'RE

QIGHT..

ALCOHOL
KAEDE?

WANT SOME i




WELL YOU'RE
NOT IN YOUR
VILLAGE NOW
ARE YOU?

SMELLS Like

SY

{ meao FeOM YOLR

SWEET MEAO} \ |

LIKE THE

VILLAGE?

7

ARGUING
WITH HIS CLAWS
OUT AT A COUNCIL
MEETING.

HOW TERRIBLY
UNCOUTH...

'4 utﬂ

IT CAN'T
B8E HELPED
JIREAL.

EVERYONE

IS FEELING
THE PRESSURE
WITH THE ONCOMING
DRY SEASON...



... THE PREVIOUS
QUEEN WOUILON'T
HAVE STOOD WELL SHE'S
FOR THIS NOT EXACTLY
HERE IS SHE...

WHY ARE
WE NOT HANGING
THEM UPSIDE DOWN
RIGHT NOW
MY KING?!

CAN
WE KEEP THE
SNARLING TO A

I'D RATHER
THERE NOT 8E
8LOOD ON THE
COUNCIL
FLOOR.

“‘“'2
N\ -

&

YES, AT ; \
LEAST LET US " N .!:’
EXPLAIN. ,

I'M NOT
8UT YOU
;#@cggfﬁe HAD NO ISSUES
ENGAGING OUR
WOMEN...




SIR BELOR
WE DON'T WANT
ANOTHER DIPLOMATIC
INCIOENT-

WHERE A
DEFENCELESS
CREATURE LIKE MYSELF
IS KILLED 8Y A 8RUTISH
NARAKYIAN IN
COLD 8LOOD-

SHE
WAS NOT
BRUTISH/

you
DON'T WANT TO
PROVE ME RIGHT

I
THINK ALL
OF Us wouLo
WANT TO AVOID
ANOTHER CONFLICT

BETWEEN LS. : THEN WHY
TWEEN WOULD YOu

NOT HOLD Up
YOUR END OF THE
BARGAIN
MICAH,

ESPECIALLY
CONSIDERING
THE... HISTORY.

Wi
ALLOWED YOU
TO TRADE IN OUR
CITIES, MINGLE WITH
OuR PEOPLE.




TELL ME
WHY SHOULON'T I
LET BELOR DO WHAT

2 BECAUSE
HE WILLS TO YOU: WE CAN GIVE YOU

EXACTLY WHAT
YOU WANT.

BUT IRENIANS
ARE NOTORIOUSLY
SLIPPY MY KING, IT IS
NOT AN EASY FEAT TO
ACQUIRE THEIR
MAGICS.,

S50 A
LITTLE PATIENCE

K TO E
IS NECESSSARY. THE RULER

WHO 8ROUGHT

) WATER TO THE
LET US STAY "X~ \
JUST PAST THE il APAKYIAN,

DROUGHT SEASON
WHILE T COMMUNICATE
WITH MY SUPERIORS
WITHIN OUR LAWS.,

IAM
SURE THAT WE
CAN COME TO AN
AGREEMENT THAT WILL
MAKE EVERYONE
HAPPY.

-
STILL | SHOULD \
APOLOGIZE FOR THE
MISCOMMUNICATION WITH
THE &IRL - SURELY HER
AS A VASHI WOULD BE
ENOUGH FOR YOU?P




FATH-

MY KING.

WHAT
ABOUT THAT

IRENIAN &lRL.

SHE WAS wif
TRICKED INTO g
THIS! /

WOULON'T
EXPECT YOU TO 8E
S0 SENTIMENTAL
OVER A SIMPLE
VASHI PRINCE

THERE'S
MONTHS
OF PAPERWORK GARDLIAN
TO CONSIDER DIPLOMACY MOVES
50 SLOWLY I'M
AFRAID.

THAT
IRENIAN &lRL,
SHE WAS AT THE
FEAST THE OTHER

SHE
HAS NO
BUSINESS

\ BEING HERE. 4

WHY
DON'T YOU Y
JUST LET HER }
RETURN. A

HM. THAT
PUTS ME IN
QUITE THE BIND.

MENTION THE
COSTS TO HER FAMILY

IN COMMUNICA

1S THIS
REALLY TME TO
BRING UP SOMETHING
S0 TRIVAL?

WHEN
50 MUCH IS
AT STAKE?




THAT'S \
HOW YOU DO
Maeic? 4

" _yOU ALWAYS
HAD A TALENT FOR IT,

WAS; EVEN BACK IN OUR J

NURSERY DAYS.

you
\ | JUST DRAW THE
N RUNE, AND CHANNEL
YOUR ENERGY
i THROUGH IT~

SIMPLE FOR
YOU, MAYBE-
h b

N AL

Y,

F
Y

b

VY

YOU SOUND

i Sl Al Jeacous

THERE, NAR...




WHAT DO
YOU THINK?

THIS STUFF
COULD KNOCK OuT
A SAND WHALE..,

YOU 6uYs
ARE VERY CLOSE
HUH?

.. DRINK
HITTING YOU
ALREADY~?

O-0OH
NO! WE'RE
JUST OLD

FRIENDS!

3 A-ANYWAYS
) DO YOU WANT TO
KAEOE?

TO LOOK AT /i
MaglC... ‘




S5'POSED
TO 8E ABLE TO TELL
SOMEONE’'S FUTLIRE
THAT WAY.

. T USED
TO READ MY FRIENDS’
PALMS BACK
HOME...

OOOH,
I'VE HEARD
OF THIS~!




THIS
LINE SAYS YOU'LL
HAVE 3 KIDS-

THIIIS ONE
SPELLS.. /

FULL OF WILD Lo
PASSION.




DION'T KNOW
WHAT TO EXPECT
FROM YOU.

IT CERTAINLY
WASN'T THAT YOU'D
BE SO FLIRTY~

REMEMBER
WHAT MY BROTHER
SAID...




.. THIS
ISN'T THE RIGHT
PLACE, EITHER.

AND
LET'S 6ET YOU
TAKE ME SOBER KAEDE.

TO THE RIGHT
PLACE THEN...

BEFORE .
KOR FINISHES LiP g

“ 1S BUSINESS...

KORANDR,
WE DON'T HAVE
TIME FOR THESE

LITTLE..

7

PERSONAL
ISSUES OF

L youRs—

PERSONAL?!

WE
DEMANDED SHE
WAS 8ROUGHT
HERE.

WE
HAVE AN
OBLIGATION
TO PUT HER ON
A TRANSPORT
BACK!




DOESN'T THE
HEIR HAVE BETTER
THINGS ON THE
SANDS TO WORRY
AgOUT?

INSTEAD OF
FUSSING ABOUT
A SINGULAR OBUIECT
OF THEIR
LusT?

MAYBE YOU
WOULDON'T 8E SO
FLUSTERED
OVER THIS-

EVERYTIME

ONE OF THEM POLITS §

YOU COME FLY-
IN&.

-IF YOU'D
LET ME DECIDE
WHAT TO DO
WITH HER.

SHE'S NOT
ONE OF YOUR HAREM PLAY-
THINGS FOR YOU TO TOY
WITH, ZARAN!




HOW N
DARE YOU SNARL /4
AT ME!

WHILE YOUR
PEOPLE SUFFER-

THEY ACE
NOT BENEATH
LIS ZARAN/

you
FUSS ABOUT
THE LIVES OF A FEW
PEASANTS-




YOU'RE AN
OVERSENTIMENTAL
BRUTE-

-JusT
LIKE YOUR
MOTHER-

CALM
YOURSELF
REMEMBER
WHERE YOU
ARE-

M
TRYING TO
| WARN YOU

BROTHER-




THAT WOMAN
WILL 8E YOUR
WEAKNESS!

=

‘ Ly
YOU SHOULD N AT

: I
DON'T WANNA' l.;i
SOBER UP-

WANNA
PARRRRTY. J

LET'S
GOTOTHE ||
BANQUET  } |
FOR THAT. /|




YER THE
ELDOEST..

CAN
I ASHKA

QUESTION? AREN'T YA

THE HEIR?

YER MAMA AND SO\ \
CRANDMAMA
WERE QLEEN.

NOwW
I'LL ASK YOU A B
QUESTION.

7 you saD
YOU DION'T
L kNOW WATER /i
N maelc..

= s YOU KNOW WHO ) A
' wouLp? 4




YOU'RE... \
A LOT MORE
FUN WHEN YOU'RE
LOOSENED up
LIKE THIS.

THOUGH
YOU'RE EQUALLY

‘ DANGEROLIS,

WASAI,
YOU WON'T
B8E ABLE TO

FLY LIKE
THIS-

I KNOW,
T SHOULD KNOW
BETTER-

\ |
| y
i [
THOSE SCARS
ARE SEXY
cooL~




MIND
THAT IRENIAN
éleL.

AND MIND
YOURSELF
LITTLE BROTHER!

|
DON'T WANT
TO HAVE TO WORRY
ABOUT YOU TOO!

OouR IDIOT
HALF-BROTHER
HASN'T LEARNED

ENOUEeH OF
THE PRINCE OF
PRICKS,

WHY DON'T
YOU COME AND
PARTY WITH US
AND 8RING KOOOR~
KAEDE AS WELL,
WE CAN SEE WHAT
SHE SOUNDS
LIKE~

REMEMBER?

SHE'S NOT
INTERESTED,

FIlINE~

Youe
LITTLE VASHI
AWAITS YOU

INSIDE~

SURPRISINGLY
TOUCHY... AND
FLIRTATIOUS,

I OON'T
THINK SHE
REALIZES IT.




A 8IG SCARY
NARAKYIAN,

REMEMBER?

WOLINDS
LIKE THIS
WILL HEAL
QUICKLY.




MY
BROTHER
AND I 60T
INTO...

.. A PRETTY
HEATED
ARGUMENT

you
MIGHT HAVE
TO STAY HERE
A LITTLE
LONGER,

MY FATHER
AND THE REST OF
THE COUNCIL ARE TOO
WRAPPED UP PETTY
POLITICAL OF

| THOUGHT
THAT MAY 8E THE

H i~ THOSE
czxsgﬂrjgtles L GARDLIAN ENVOYS

WEREN'T GONNA’ LET
(] =SS5\ ME PRANCE HOME SO
\ EASILY. ..

IIusT
CAN'T TELL

WHAT THOSE ENVOYS
N\ ARE THINKING. -AND YET
50 CON-

THEIR WORDS
LA FUSING...
CLEAR-




ALL THAT
STRANGE TALK j B YNOW

EVER DOES IS PISS f ,
. THOSE ENVOYS'RE
EVERYONE OFF. : i NEVER GONNA GIVE
( YA THAT MAGIC...
RIGHT?

WHY
OPEN YOUR
MOUTH IF WHAT
COMES OUT WON'T
MAKE SENSE.

OF COURSE
THEY ARE. WE
MADE A
DEAL.

THEY'RE \ \
XU \ TELLIN'
=y P\ HALF-TRUTHS,

MAKIN’
YA FIGHT
AMONGST
EACH OTHER-

\

Y'REALLY
DION'T
NOTICE?




YOU'RE
OUTTA YOUR
DEPTH

LET
ME HELP,

¢

1

V'/

T'LL ‘
TEACH YA THE ;
LANGUAGE- ‘N
- . ‘ g | A% - / b Al
1 WALK YA & | N

&3 THROUGH THE \ |
MAZE OF GARDLIAN
DIPLOMACY ...

THAT'S
ALLLLL'A HELP
I CAN GIVE.

NEED AS MUCH'S /
YA CAN GET

DO THAT?




ANYWAYS-

SURE,
CAUSE’
I'M NICE.

-THESE
CLOTHES REALLY
MAKE YA LOOK
LIKE ROYALTY~/

T
LOOKS 50
LUXURIOUS~

| WANT TO k
TOUCH HER... A

8UTI
LITERALLY CAN'T
TELL IF SHE'S FLIRTING
WITH ME OR NOT

THO' IT'S
WEIRDLY HARD
IN PLACES...

DO NARAKYIA
PUT METAL IN THUR
CLOTHES?

1S
SOMETHIN’
WRONG?



BEFORE
I START MAKING
ASSUMPTIONS

GET SOME
SLEEP, OKAY?

%u
:;i\,\iﬂ-‘

” e

R - }'

_ / . f "\ 7 youe LigeaRy
I/ - — { oOesN'T HAVE

(7
HEY 4 'E DICTIONARIES?
/) DION'T THE LAST [ \ . {
\ I\
{

/
TIME T CHECKED.
ﬁ .\ ALL THE RECORDS
€OT TLRNED LIPSIDE
DOWN AFTER
THE WAR.

\

KEEP ME
FROM GETTING
DISTRACTED.




I'M ; r
NOT HARD ‘
TO PICK OUT OF A

CROWD- NOT IN
Or DID
THE MARKETS, YOL FOREET

ANYWAY. / YOU'RE WITH THE
PRINCE KORANDR
RIGHT NOW?

\

.m

) J (m\\.. ‘
» ‘ \\
)8

'

-

) 4

YOU DON'T
EXACTLY ACT
PRINCELY.

WARES \
FROM THE UPPER
CONTINENTS! —

AT VERY
DISCERNING
PRICES FOR THE

YOU HAVE
RIGHT?

'\ NOT TO MAKE A

JACTLNA ¢t

I PREFER

8l6 FUSS.

ESPECIALLY
 FOR THEM.

-1 MEAN
OF COURSE,
sie!




WE HAVE
ONE HERE.

<DON'T
LOOK AT ME
LIKE THAT.>

<YOU’'rE \
NOT THE ONLY ONE

HERE THAT MICAH
MANIPULATED.>

(;TT <you
WOULD'VE BEEN THINK I KNEW
NICE TO HAVE FOLIND ENOUGH TO

THAT OUT EN

TELL Yourzy>
ROUTE..D

<MY CREW
NEARLY HAD THEIR
WINES RIPPED

<HE DOESN'T .
LINDERSTAND LS
RIGHT?>
<HE'S
ASKING FOR A
DICTIONARY,
WHAT DO YOU
\ THINK?>

H-HERE
YOU &0..
SR,

<BUT, ALL
WE CAN DO
1& MAKE THE BEST
OF THIS->

-

O <WHILE
| MICAH DOES
Sowd, HIS OWN THING.>




IT's A 8IT
DISCONCERTING
TO NOT UNDERSTAND
THEM WHILE THEY'RE
TALKING...

NOTHING
TOO IMPOR- §

THAT'S

WHAT THE
DICTIONARY'S
FOR.

DO I
REALLY NEED
ONE OF THOSE? LAST
NIGHT YOU PROMISED
YOU'D TEACH.M

T
BARELY REMEMBER
ANYTHING AFTER THE
DRINK YOUR SISTER
GAVE ME-

LET'S
JUST GET TO
THE LIBRARY. IT'S
50 HOT OUT.

HE
REALLY WAS
S0RRY...

IT's
A BLUN
FRUIT FROM THE
LOWER GARDLIAN
TERRORITORIES.

g 4
-

' SUCH SWEET
FRUIT FROM SUcCH
ANNOYING
PEOPLE...




YOU'RE NOT
p WANNA' V;;(;/Pﬁvébé%&??f
JOIN MY FRIEND - | r -IN& WITH YOU

HUH?

N--NO-
80DY'S
FLIRTING

OuR 8LIND
SPOTS.

THINK I'D
KNOW...

SHOULD
You eo
DOW-?

LOOKS
LIKE THE
COLINCIL'S FOISTED
WORK ON HER
AGAIN...

DON'T WANT %
QUESTIONS ABOUT
MY SCARS.

JUST 6O
TO THE LIBRARY,
\ THEN




50 MUCH
WATER!

IT's
THE CITY'S
RESERVOIR,

THE
WATER IS BEING
PULLED LUNDER-
GROLIND FOR THE

DRY SEASON.

THE LIBRARY'S ¥
JUST AHEAD. |

8urT,
IT WON'T
B8E ENOUEGH.

NOT
THIS TIME...

THIS
1S THE
LigrARY?

WELL YOUu
ARE SMALL.

THIS

1S JUST A
SHORTCUT.

THIS
1S THE

LIBRARY.

BEING
CARRIED SO
MUCH MAKES ME
FEEL LIKE A LITTLE
KID AGAIN...




i
& INCREDIBLE...

SO MANY
8OOKS!

RIGHT,
KAEOE, THIS
1S IDA.

SHE'S...
A LIBRARIAN
HERE.

50
YOU'RE THE

ONE EVERYONE'S

G60SSIPPING
Asout!

IT'S
IMPRESSIVE,
HUH?

‘ TECHNI-

CALLY, YOU'RE NOT
SUPPOSED TO
B8E IN HERE-

OH,
IT HAS
BEEN A WHILE,
HASN'T IT?




IDA, T
NEED A -
FAVOR. COULD YOU SHE'S
WAIVE THE 8AN HELPING
FOR HER? ME WITH SOME- :
THING. THOSE
1/ GARDLIANS WERE
BANNED FOR
A REASON.

[

DION'T EVEN
KNOW THERE WERE
SEQUELS TO
THAT SERIES!

THERE'S
VEN GARDLIAN

/ !
RECOENIZE
SOME OF
THOSE

BOOKS!

LIBRARY RE-
ORGANIZING?

NO?
THAT'S
JUST THE
RETURN PILE,

DEAL WITH
. — ’ MOSTLY HISTORICAL
HOW - THE AND NONFICTION

DO YOou : Ll !
FEUBE OUT BARIANS TEXTS.

WHERE THINGS
ARE? A

I
MANAGE
1,252,322 OF
THEM, SPEC-
-IFICALLY.

WHAT A WEIRD FOREIEGN
SYSTEM...

S DO THEY JUST HAVE 600D

MY PENEWAL

MEMORIES?




50...

DO Yyou
HAVE MORE
GARDLIAN BOOKS
LIKE THESE?

THAT'S THE
ONLY KIND OF
THING YOU'RE

LOOKING
FOR.

WHAT
DO YOU KNOW )
ALREADY?

I
KNOW A LOT
OF VOCABULARY
FROM B8OOKS,

LET
ME SAVE SOME
i FACE!!

LET
ME KNOW IF
YOU NEED

THE PRINCESS

A AND THE PALIPER

SERIES.

AT
LEAST 8E
HONEST!!

AND
SAVE THE
GARDLIAN LAW
JARGON FOR
LATER.




-AND
YOU USE
THAT PHRASE

O-0OH NO,
WE SHOULD KEEP
WORKING...

DO
YOU WANT
TO SEE THE
SAND-SEA?

AND
THE LIBRARY'S
GARDEN IS THE
PERFECT PLACE
FOR IT.




ONLY
SHORT BLIMPSES
HAVE YOU OF IT...
NOT SEEN IT B
YET?
|
DION'T THINK
A SEA OF WATER ) /|
WAS POSSIBLE |
\ EITHER.

I
READ ABOUT
IT WHEN | WAS

YOUNG 8UT | NEVER
THOUGHT I'D SEE A
IT MYSELF... SEA OF

SAND DIDN'T SEEM

‘\ ’ \ POSSIBLE...
\ n &S |

I
CAN WADE
INTO IT
RIGHT?

LINTIL
| SAW THEM
OF CcOuR

8UT YOU
SHOULD 8E
CAREF-




IT
LOOKS
JUST LIKE
THE ONES

AT HOME.




R OID ID0?!

w 1S
MY VISION
ALL BLURRY..?




‘ HIS &RIP..

B\ HeeEALLY i5 A

NARAKYIAN.

ICAN'T J

EVEN STRUGELE. y

WHAT 1S
HE DOING?

\ \c\LU.

IS HE..
EATING MEP

r 1 D .. IT WON'T
I ; 8E TOO LONG
HEAP THOSE i - BEFORE THEY'RE
DESERT MONSTERS A= \_AT BLACKWELL'S,
TOOK MORE EARDLIAN /A
SETTLEMENTS...



SHOULD
WE FLY INTO THE
MOLINTAINS?

WHAT IF
THEY EAT
: us?

| DON’T
WANT MY CHILD
TO BE EATEN/

IF | AM BEING
EATEN....

AND
WHAT IF IT'S
NOT AOTO?!




THEY'RE
USUALLY QUITE
pOocILE
8UT THEIR
CLAWS ARE
VENOMOUS.

THEY B8REED
RIGHT BEFORE THE
DRY SEASON.

THIS ONE'S

JUST TRYING

TO PROTECT
HER NEST.

THE .
VENOM IS ESPECIALLY

DANGEROLS, FOR SMALLER [ '
NARAKYIAN- BEST TO
| SUCK IT OUT

RIGHT AWAY. A 3

KOR,
YOU'RE
CRUSHING ME.

ARE YOU
ALRIGHT?
DOES
YOuRr 800Y
FEEL cOLD?




I-1
DON'T
THINK SO..

7 600D... SORRY,

YOU'RE PROBABLY
NOT USED TO 8EING
BITTEN, HUH?

M
PRETTY

WARM...
ACTUALLY.

MUST'VE
GIVEN YOU A
REAL SHOCK.

CAN WE...
60 BACK FOR
THE EVENING?




M

{ }
C
EY.
IT'S
ARM TONIGHT
HUHP

: { |
(| | &
/| 1]
e | ]
‘ |
l, ;
H S5-SHOULD X \I |
| COME ;
N eACK?
A —
\' ' s ARSI
I 7 — 4§ { roersaviNne me
Y i p \ ] 4
il 1 ) / \ i
i1\ /0 \ ¢ ( J
Vol

BACK THERE.




|
WASN'T
GOINE TO LET MY
TEACHER KEEL OVER
ON HER FIRST
DAY.

I'M OUTY
BOUND TO DO
SOMETHING.

THE
PRINCESS
AND THE
AS YOUR

DILIGENT STUDENT

| HAVE A QUESTION

ABOUT THE BOOK

YOU GAVE ME TO

TRANSLATE...

READ THIS
WORD.




DOES
THE DICTIONARY
NOT HAVE A
TRANSLATION?

NOT THAT
| CAN SEE...

LUNCLE WOULD
KNOW THIS...

IT MEANS
MEANS DEEP
AFFECTION BETWEEN
TWO PEOPLE...

THE
PRINCESS AND
PAUPER ARE CLOSE
IN THE B0OOK.

THEY
DISPLAY IT
FOR EACH

\ OTHER THROUGH
ACTS,




" 50 LIKE
600D
FRIENDS!

THEY
ARE NOT
JUST 600D
FRIENDS!

e\ / TALE OF TWO
: @ } S0ULS BONDED
7 Y e ! 2 7/ 8y FATE.

/: j (i ; % 7 );j//;/ y : , -
¢\ —— _ s ‘

/A

A PRINCE
TURNED PALIPER
WHO HAS TO REGAIN
THE KINGDOM STOLEN
BY HIS EVIL BROTHER,

day)y J”
@ PA e
N ‘
BUT IT'S ALL
TO MARRY THE

PRINCESS WHO HE ‘
Y(LILL

IT
WAS MY
FAVOURITE

REALLY LIKE AS A

THE BOOK
HUH?




SO THEY'RE
BONDED
EXCLUSIVELY
FOR LIFE?

THE
WORD YOU'RE
LOOKING
FOR IS...

wOuLo
THE WORD 8E
MAHBK?

MUMBLE...

NO, THAT
WOULD B8E MORE
FAMILIAL...

TO FALL
IN LOVE.

NARAKYIAN
NEVER FALL IN LOVE
WITH EACH OTHER?

BUT NARAKYIAN
DON'T FALL IN LOVE
LIKE THAT...

YOU'RE
SEEN AS SELFISH
TO HOLD YOUR
AFFECTION
FOR JUST ONE.

INSTEAD OF
THE COMMUNITY,




WE'RE
SUPPOSED
TO SHARE EVERY-
THING IN OuR
COMMLUNITIES.

FOOD,
WATER,

PARTNERS.

THERE'S
NO ROOM TO TIE
YOURSELF TO JUST ONE
PERSON IN THE HARSHNESS
OF THE DESERT...

50
WE HAVE
MANY PARTNERS,
SOME CLOSE FRIENDS,
SOME WE DON'T KNOW
THE NAME OF-

NOT JUST TABOO,
MANY CONSIDER IT

B A WEAKNESS TO FALL

IN LOVE,

THE WORDS
YOU USE ARE
S50 INDECENT/!!

I
CAN'T

NOT USE THE
WORD FUCK WHEN
EXPLAINING THIS
TO You!

STILL!!

50
YOU'D NEVER
FALL IN LOVE?




WASAI
HAS LOOSE
LIPS HUH?

.. NOT EVEN
WITH YOUIR FUTLIRE K § ‘ '
> WIFE? P * / ITHASN'T
" : : = EVEN BEEN
ANNOLINCED
YET...

MY
PRICKLY WIFE
TO BE HAS MANY
LOVERS AND WILL
CONTINUE TO HAVE
THEM IN OUR FUTURE
MARRIAGE .

IT'S
NOT ABOUT
LOVE OR EXCLUSIVITY.

IT'S ABOUT
PRODUCING HEIRS
AND SECURING AN ALLIANCE
BETWEEN ILLESH AND
THE NORTHERN CITIES.

WE DON'T
HAVE TO LIKE
EACH OTHER...

DOESN'T SOUND
LIKE A VERY HAPPY
MARRIAGE.




Saaa, NS
i
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WELL,
WILL YOU LIKE
YOUuR FUTURE

HUSBAND?

YOU'RE
A PRINCE.,

I
WOLILD HOPE
I 0O.

WOULDN'T
YOU WANT TO
SOMEONE

; LIKED?

YOU SHOULD
HAVE THAT CHOICE
AT LEAST.




IT'S-1T'S
MORE COMPLICATED
THEN THAT/

'm
A PRINCE, T HAVE
DUTIES.

MY FATHER
AND HIS COUNCIL
DECIDED ON MY MARRIAGE
FOR THE 600D AND
STABILITY OF THE ILLESH
KINGDOM!

AFTER
EVERYTHING THAT
HAPPENED-




suT
IT'S NOT
WHAT YOU WANT,
CLEARLY!

youe
OWN FEELINGS
AND WANTS

AND DON'T
BARE YOUR
TEETH AT ME WHILE
WE'RE TALKING!

5-SORRY.

IT'S
A SORE SUBJECT
FOR ME...



|
SUPPOSE
ONE SHOULD FORGIVE
THEIR STLIDENT.

I'M
— > A LITTLE
WOLLD ‘ ] ’ . OLDNFOO\i "'I'HAT
YOU HAVE A CHOICE |
OF WHO You
MARRY?

DO THE
HISTORY BOOKS
REALLY HAVE

YOU WERE 5
; 8ORN IN 236 , A Y BIETH
CAN'T BE THAT \ i ) YEAR?
MUCH OLDER  F=e= i ‘
THEN ME
RIGHT?

You

WERE A
FOOTNOTE
IN THE ONE

IRENIANS
MARRY MUCH
YOUNGER. IT'S USUALLY
ARRANGED.

IT
<\ DION'T WORK
THIS OUT FOR
IS THE AGE ME.
NARAKYIAN
USUALLY
MARRY.




NO-ONE
WANTED-

IT
DOESN'T
MATTER NOW.

IT CERTAINLY
SOLNDS LIKE
IT MATTERS.

IT'S- IT'S
DIFFICULT TO LIVE
AS AN UNMARRIED

WOMAN IN MY

VILLAGE...

WE'RE
EXPECTED
TO BE MARRIED
UNDER THE EYES
OF OUR &0DS IN PURITY
AND IN SACRIFICE TO
ASSUAGE OUR
GUILT,

WANT
TO 8E
MARRIED.

NOT JusT
SECURITY, OR
EVEN CHILDREN.

: P

COMPANIONSHIP : sQueeze

=

WITHOUT
THAT ENAWING
GLUILT.




I'M
RAMBLING

PROBABLY
DOESN'T MAKE
MUCH SENSE

JusT
LIKE HOW YOU
CRAVE MY TEETH
ON YOUR NECK?

} y-you
CAN'T POSSIBLY
\  TELL THAT

you
CRAVE
COMPANIONSHIP
RIGHT NOW,

WOULD NEVER
CONSIDER SUCH
A THING OUTSIDE

OF MARRIAGE!

|
CAN HEAR
IT IN YOUR 80DY
EASILY...




YOuR
RACING
HEARTBEAT...

IT's
IMPOSSIBLE
TO HIDE WITH
MY HEARING.

| CAN
TELL WHAT
WANTS AND FEELINGS
YOU HAVE,

YOouR
SHORT
SHALLOW
BREATHING.

YOU'VE
BEEN EXCITED
8Y ME FOR A

WHILE.

P et b you

DT n i AR RS DON'T GET
IT OO
you,




| PUSHED
HER TOO FAR.

STILL IT'S VERY
CLEAR WHAT SHE
WANTS...

50 WHAT
DON'T | GET
EXACTLY?

FINISH
THAT CHAPTER.




IT’S LNFAIR!




IT'S 50 LINFAIR!

THAT HE TEASES
ME LIKE THIS!

=\

b cooipinmmsmmssiss

NARAKYIAN
NEVER FALL IN

WHEN HE LOOKS
LIKE THAT...

AND MAKES
ME SO UNBEARABLY
WET THAT I CAN'T
STAND IT,




PROMISE ME
KAEDE...

PPOMISE..

LINFAIR,




