






Introduction

The Raven’s body language and non-vocal signals have been observed a 
lot from wild birds. They use their wings in elaborate gestures and their 
beaks to point, along with vocal cues. This book will help the artist in 
perfecting the anatomy of the Raven to assist in drawing the bird when 
expressing it’s emotions and language.

I sincerely hope this booklet will be helpful and valuable to anyone who 
loves drawing Ravens or just love the birds in general. Do remember 
that Ravens are wild birds and should never be taken or kept as pets.
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About the Raven

The Raven appears in many of the worlds myths and cultures. It 
can symbolize wisdom, mystery, and guidance, but it can also be 
a symbol of death, wickedness or the great void. The most famous 
Ravens live in England at the Tower of London, traditionally believed 
to protect the Crown and if they left, England will fall. In France they 
were believed to be the incarnation of wicked priests (while Crows 
were wicked nuns) and in Germany their eerie croaks to be souls of 
murdered people.

Why are Ravens popular?

Raven’s are highly intelligent and emotional birds. They know how to 
mimic calls and words just like a Parrot, as well as hiding food (mainly 
from other Corvids) and stealing food from people when they aren’t 
looking. In captivity they have been known to solve puzzles to gain 
food rewards as well as showing teamwork working beside other 
Ravens. They love to play and taunt other creatures by tricking them 
out of food, pulling tails or stealing. They have been observed playing 
in snow by rolling in it or rolling down hills.

How to use this book

This book is for those who wish to improve their Raven drawing skills. This 
book follows on from the “How to draw birds: Of the Passerine order” as 
the Raven is the largest Passerine. Although this book can be used without 
it.


