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chapter twenty

= Howie! Are you
kidding me?!







Were you trying
to bite my head off last
night or something?




At least you can cover
that up.... Mine is high.

You don't
even care.







Last night was so nice....




| never experienced somethingy
like that with anyone else-before’. =

Spending the whole night
kissing and touchlng and getting to
know each other without it

Howié had asked....
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Ieadmg to anythmg more.
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I"'might have....

It felt.... special....

. ~let’him dola little more....

‘\\ = \
(




Am !l crazy?!

That's way too fast, isn't it?
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I know it's best to take things slow.

But every time | experience
something new with him, | end up
loving it and | want more.
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if Howie put those big
hands all over me....

He'd....

~ hold me tightin
. thosestrongarms.... |

e T | J'




4 =

. He'd... teach me

about the things he knows....

Things I've never done before....

While he kisses me in that
deep, slow way he always does....




Does Howie....

y , ....want that too?










Can | come in?

Uh.... sure MOLLY
come on in.




Oh.
Hey Howie.

| was at Ben's last
night with everyone, but
I got too drunk to
drive home.

And Josh let
me crash here.

Sounds like it
was a crazy night....




Last night Josh told me that
he'd walk me back to my car this
morning, but he's still sleeping.

He woke up for a moment
about an hour ago and said that
he didn't sleep last night, and fell

right back asleep. So I've just kinda

been waiting around for him.

| feel so bad. The
couch must have been
uncomfortable....

Why don't |
walk you back?

| was just about to
walk to the gym. Ben's
frat is in that direction.

Are you, like....
into Josh?

| want Josh
to walk me....







Is there anyone
else though?

No. He's
very single.

Are you sure?

C-cause last night,
when he brought

But then he goes
"kay see you later” and
leaves to sleep in the
living room!

....| really thought it was
gonna happen, you know? He
was being real nice. He gave me
clothes, and set me up
in his bed....

I'm pretty sure
he just thought he was
helping out a friend. | don’t think
he has a clue you're interested.
| know he'd be so happy
if he did.

You think so?

Yeah. I'll nudge
him in the right
direction, okay?

You'll help me?




What does
that mean?

Nothing.
I'm leaving. See ya.

Thank you so
much! | seriously
owe you one.

And | know exactly
how to thank you.

Nah. This is the
least | owe him.

..| don't know what the
hell you're jealous of Josh for
when you're hiding hickies
under that hoodie.




Come on. It's
gonna be in the high
nineties today and you're
wearing a hoodie?

And anyway they're
poking out a little.




Was it casual?




WHAT?! No way!
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' | had no idea!

Why haven't
you introduced them
to us yet?

Sooch!
That's nothing to be
embarassed about!

It's so great
of you to like them for
their personality! I'm
proud of you!




Hm. You don't go
to the gym with him?

Wha-
Don't you have
somewhere else to be?

Not until
Josh wakes up!

Look at him....
isn't he so cute?

If you're into
...Maybe you that sort of thing.
guys are supposed '
to be together.

he's got the cutest
pizza bed sheets?

That's what
I'm saying!

Whatcha doing?

| have work to do.




Did you, uh...

| thought you were
done with classes.

Did you find out
your grades yet?

| am. This is
something else.







.. What
was that?

What?! Did
| sound silly?

You called him
bro and shut the
door on him!

I'm trying to go
for nonchalant!

Is that what
you call it?

What the hell
do you know
about it?!







EEaEsEE—= 0

MilE T










No. No.
Get back.

Is it the writing
showcase?

You thought of
something to
write about?

maybe. I'm just
brainstorming....




Do you think
you'll be busy working
on that tonight?

Cause tonight,
you and | are gonna
make reparations.

Who do you
know here?

We're friends
with Ben.




Ben, it's
your friends.

Oh! you
guys are herel




You're thinking  \3 : ' y Do | look okay?
way too hard about '
this, honestly.

All you gotta do is
breathe in his direction
and he'll be all over you.

And stop
calling him bro.

You call
him bro?

How'd ya get
your eyelashes

long? P i iz
0 1eng You're sure he'd like

me? | don't wanna make
things weird.

Well....
they're fake.

They're fake?!
What do you mean
they're fake?!

Like.... they're
fake. They're fake
eyelashes.

They're glued on?
Is that safe? How do
you get them off?

| just take
them offl It's
makeup!

But what does
that mean?
They're not my :
real eyelashes. They're
glued on. You don't
know what fake
eyelashes are?

You think I'm using
elmer's glue on my
eyes or something?!




Ugh! This is why |
hate talking to guys
about this stuff.




Hey. Stop
bullying him.

He's been cool
with us. We owe
him a lot.




You think you're
sooo0 great.

We wanted to
apologize about
last night.




Did you see
Molly tonight?

Yeah, | saw
her earlier.

” She looks good,
doesn't she?

Well yeah, she

always looks good.

You should
go for it.




I don't know....
you really think so?

Yes. You know
we'd never set you
up like that.

| know you
wouldn't.

But he would.

What are you
talking about?

I'm talking about
you and Molly! You
guys would be so
good together.

What?! Me
and Molly? Me?!

Yes, you.
Why not?

| mean, she's
so pretty.... Also she
calls me bra.

Dude, everyone
knows that means
you're in!




Well.... okay!

I'm gonna
go for it!

What's the worst
that could happen?
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Fair enough.

But key point
is wouldn't,

And you being
single is starting to affect
my quality of life.

...l wonder what
it's like to have a
good attitude.




I'm gonna get
another drink. You
want one?




My friend is here
tonight! The one |
told you about.

Yes! He's in the
other room, he's the
one sitting on the couch.
Go talk to him!










You're Molly's
friend, right?




She talks about
you all the time,

She mentioned that
you were here tonight,
and | really wanted to

introduce myself.

Hold on. Are you....
the nursing student...?

Yeah,
that's me!




beautiful eyes....




I'm sorry if I'm
being too forward

but I'd really love to
get to know you better.

Would you want to

hang out sometime?

| have a
boyfriend....










Um....
there's been a
misunderstanding.

I'm friends with
your friend, Molly.

She mentioned you,
She said that you
were single.

And | thought
that he was you.

| didn't realize he
was with someone....

It's cool.... Molly
sent you over?

Yeah. She didn't
say anything about-

It's not her fault.
She doesn't know. It's
still private, you know?

Right, right.
Of course....

Sorry again
about the mixup.

You two have
a good night.




EIl
54
™5

3
=2 C
o
@
=3
[§+]
L
=2




.rr}f‘? H‘ f?";i'r'g
you kidding me?!

You heard
that?

| almost had
a stroke!

Quit making
eye contact with
other men!

That was the
guy | told you
about.

What? You never
mentioned him.

Yes he
was real!

Yes | did! | told
you about someone
wanting to introduce

someone to you....

Who was a
nursing student....




Well in that same

conversation you also
asked me if I'd still like you
if you were a wor










| was so, so proud.

T F =
I ‘ | know this w =

is so stupid and
petty of me....

...but | heard you
tell that quy you had a
boyfriend when you

turned him down.

| loved it. | loved
it so much.













...0h my god!







Josh!
Come here!

I'm gonna tell you
something, but you can
never repeat it. Not to

anyone. | mean it!

There you are.
Everything good?

| think...
| think Howie and
Sooch are dating!




W-w-w-what!?
Howie and Sooch!?

What do
you mean!? |
can't even--

| don't even know what
you're talking about!

They are, aren't
they. And you
knew about it!

Why do you
even think this?!

Cause they're over
there making out in the
next room!




Oh my ged!!! It all
makes sense now!

Howie and Sooch!!

Poor Cody!!!

You can't tell
anyone, okay?! They
don’t want anyone to
know about it yet!

Of course I'm
not gonna say
anything!

You said
something to me!

Cause | know you
can keep a secret and
apparently | was right!

Shake on it!

Kiss on it?










end of chapter twenty




