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I's"ppose no patching

needed, after all.

Nl

Ner clear with the




There 15 a..
Quwk that
lhave.

It sometimes works like

OW? That s very
convenient.

‘s gotta be how ya
stayed alive long enough
forme +° find yo-

This. Helps me bheal.

Could’a done 1t a bt
more, no? Heal up
faster?

ldon't excscﬂy...
control vt It needs

a frigger.

‘s that what Serafna
wanted to do? How'd
she know?

lcant.
ldon't mess with
whatever witcheraft
she’s got qong on.

/ Whatever she wants
with ya. o waik

il she qets back.




‘s ¥hat why ya wouldn "%
fell vt to me?

Na could ‘ve,
Gotta say.'ma ittle
hurt that yo trust

Sevafwma more,

| do not.
Nou both heard 1.

Fair enc wa'n.

Was | wrong, fhen?
Callin’ ya "\ad"?
Or does vt work
different for ya‘?

Over there w
the mountains...




Listen.
1do want ya +* trust
me. Mcybe even To feel
at home, if ya can.

We gotta vespect each
other, you and |

ldon't wanna be treatn” '\
1\ ya by nothw’ ya don"t wanna
- be treated by.
T ——

I"'ve been t all the corners of
this forsaken empive - seen
P‘Leni‘y o stvange things n* folk.

‘s not my place Yo judge.

But lcan’t quess,
ya Know?

Nou‘re right.

() sorry.

1 didn "t expect you
to quess, | just..
| know it doesn "t
make sense.

I"ve seen it not
wmake sense.

But you're right.




Pleased t’ meet yo

properly, this fime.




Ar | nterrupting
something?

No, wo, yer spoi"-esﬂy
on time as always‘.

My friend is just..

Feelm a lil’
unwell,

lhope | can make s
acquawtance proper
sometime soon.

Did I say "he"?
S'\\‘.y me!

‘Tis a she,
‘w fact,

N’ ook forward +*
wiroducin® ya, soon!

In fact, agwen our
curvent... predicament,
we\\ be dropping by
quite abit.




Pu++'m3 on O new
show at last?

‘s gonna be the
greatest one yet.

\can already see
vk my head.

g Sazerak himself will come
sCurrying from s qrove
1" applavd ', you Wseel

A\ How exciting!
AS '-ow& as YOU covey ch\"
part for the stage.

Here. Get some food n
you... And some of your
stock.

Thank you,
my blessn’!

Nou ‘re welcome to come
downstaivs, if you need

t‘-my’f'n'ms else,




Anyone ever feach ya
how to put on a show?

But ya've been

Did ya even have
‘em, up there?




¥ That was the last
of 1, yes'.?




ldon 't think | left
cmy’r'n'ma mportant
bekhind.

£

My sister can keep

some of the books,
" sure.
She alveady has a
collection of stuff
from out there.

The rest, | can sneak
‘wto the hibrary.

And anything else stays
here with me!

Are you sure this
s alright?

If anyone suspects
omyi"n‘ms. '\"ney can just
assume | Yook these
v«yse\

P T'ney ‘re just stories,
anyways.




Don't mention 1!

Vm just S\Qd you
came around to

1+ make 1t easier
for us Yo hang out!

Ltk | should stay clear
from the tunnels for a
while, too.

Maybe the... thing I'm
\ looKing for st even
=\ theve to bes'm with

Nou know,
If you fold me what that
"fhing" 15, Lwight be able
to help find 1t

" lnma qo drop these
off at wy sister’s.
Meet you af the

workshop later?










May | ask what exactly
s that you're doing

" my voom?

Nothing bod,
| Pron'nse!
Just... adding some Things
\ to yeur collection.

Books?
Snce when ave you
even wherested w
such ’t‘n'mas?

Swnce never,
oci'ua'.'.y.
Theyre my
friend s,
The... the tailor,
remember? He
had them , huh

This is suntonque,
\ Maxvm.




He found them
around.
In the outskirts, you
Know how 1t goes...

Ne, | don "t Know

, how it qoes.

Listen to me.

Please be
careful,

And you've seen what '_
she ‘s capable of.

(KD hy'm5 to watch your
back, but there’s only so
much | can do 'f you keep
sneaking around \ike this.

if you care so much about me,
\et these books stay here.
They've my friend’s :
and they‘re not hurting

m\yone.

If laet to vead suntonque,
| why shouldn "t he?lt’s not
L ke evther of us will ever

\ get achance fo use it




If Mother has a onb'lem
with that, she con take
Wt out on me.
She will anyway.

The books can
stay, Maxim.
= Ve jyust osk‘ms you
to be careful. You're

not a Kid anymore.

\\ Nou may be able to take
& Mather s wrath, but the
y ) people you bring wio 4
N this may not.

Nasya wasn "+
my fault.

Mether hod
other reasons!

He s a good tailor. .

Be on your best behaviour
so we can both Keep nim
b around, will you’?




The tournament

s con'ms up-

Pon’t lie to
me, Maxim,

¥'s agood opportunity
for you to start lwving up
to your name.
She "l appreciate 1t.

Don 't ever enter my chambers
without my permission agoin.



Like 'F'ua'n‘i"me
to death.

A, well, lcould'a
seen that one comn’,

‘s fhere a point to ‘em?
Or just fun?

There is..
was a point
to thewm.




Though "fun” was a biq
part of it, too, | suppose.

My people
- askelay, as Nita put it -
can be quite...

Some people jowed the

tournaments w'n\\'\us‘uy.

Most dd not.




The winner, or anyone spared,
was often absorbed wio one
of the clans considered more...

"reputable”.

Often our fighters.

The vest, well

Acreative way to dispose
of petty crimmals.

| see, Hey, W the

system works...

Maybe ya can actually
teachme a f'n'ma or two
about stage presence.

No ever wina
tournament?




| never had to
take part.

A, an upstandin®
citizen! Or were ya
part o’ those fighters

alreadyT
)‘? Na sure got the

physique for it

lhad other “"r\'mss
to fught.

Let’s \eave 1t
at that.

Aye.| won't
press yo.

2l



B End of Chapter 1Y
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