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NEW BARD COLLEGE
A good musician may be inspirational, but not the degree that 
a true bard can muster. Using sheer control over the simple 
magic of everyday comforts like music, song, and welcome 
conversation, bards are capable of twisting the world, and 
the people within it, to their liking. Bards are well-learned by 
trade, and as a result are capable of almost anything through 
gathered knowledge and uncanny aptitude. Often lauded as 
much as they are reviled by those they encounter, these prac-
ticioners of clever enchantments and illusions do their best 
work from the sidelines of combat and the heads of powerful 
tables. 

COLLEGE OF ASPERITY
Bards of the College of Asperity learn to choose words with the 
intention to unsettle and gnaw at the minds of their enemies. 
With the right insult, comment, or look, these bards are capa-
ble of bringing even mighty warriors to their knees through 
the burden of self doubt. 

IN T IMIDAT OR
When you join the College of Asperity at 3rd level, you gain 
proficiency in the Intimidation skill. If you’re already profi-
cient in that skill, you instead gain proficiency in one of the 
following skills of your choice: Deception, Insight, or Persua-

sion. When you make a Charisma (Intimidation) check and roll 
a 5 or lower on the d20, you can roll your Bardic Inspiration die 
and add it to the total, without expending a use of your Bardic 
Inspiration.

INSPIR E SEL F DOUB T
Also at 3rd level, you learn the vicious mockery cantrip. If you 
already know this cantrip, you learn a different bard cantrip 
of your choice. When you cast vicious mockery, its damage dice 
use the same die size as your Bardic Inspiration. Furthermore, 
when a creature fails its saving throw against this spell, you 
can expend a use of your Bardic Inspiration to cause it to be 
poisoned for 1 minute. A creature that can’t be poisoned can 
still be affected in this way unless its Intelligence is 4 or lower.

A creature poisoned in this way makes a Wisdom saving 
throw against your bard spell save DC at the start of each of 
its turns. On a failed save, the creature takes psychic damage 
equal to one roll of your Bardic Inspiration die. On a successful 
save, it’s no longer poisoned.

ENERVAT ING GL A R E
Starting at 6th level, you learn the ray of enfeeblement spell if 
you don’t already know it. In addition, you can cast the spell as 
a bonus action, without requiring verbal components or con-
centration. Once a creature has been hit or affected by the spell 
when cast in this way, you can’t do so again until you finish a 
short or long rest.

W I T HERING COUN T ER
By 14th level, your spells and needling remarks cut more 
easily into your enemies. Charmed, frightened, and poisoned 
creatures have disadvantage on saving throws against spells 
you cast. 

In addition, whenever a creature that you can see within 
30 feet of you targets you with an attack, you can use your 
reaction to use your Countercharm feature. When you do, the 
creature must make a Wisdom saving throw against your bard 
spell save DC. On a failed save, the creature becomes either 
charmed by or frightened of you (your choice) until the start 
of your next turn. If the target becomes charmed, it must 
choose a new target or lose the triggering attack; if the target 
becomes frightened, it makes the triggering attack roll with 
disadvantage. Once a creature succeeds on this saving throw, 
it’s immune to this effect for 24 hours.

College of Asperity
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THIS CONTENT IS MADE POSSIBLE BY HEROES LIKE YOU
This monthly content takes multiple artists, designers, writers, and editors to make each month. Your extraordinary pledge 

helps sustain this monthly effort, and earns you a special place here in this document. Thank you so much for your continued 
enthusiasm and support: it truly makes a difference to not only me, but to the creators who help produce this content and to 

everyone around the world who gets to enjoy it. You are truly the legendary heroes among us.
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WANT TO BE 
LEGENDARY, TOO?
Patrons who support 
The Griffon’s Saddlebag 
for $13 or more each 
month at the Legendary 
Hero tier get all the art, 
cards, compendiums, 
and Foundry content 
you already enjoy, plus 
added Discord perks 
and their name in the 
credits of the monthly 
settings!


