


...PARPON
ME, SIR
AVALON?

THE ROAP
IS LONG,
AND I AM

CURIOUS

WHY ARE
YOU VISITING
THE LORP
OF GoLp?

I'VE NEVER

MET ANYONE WHO

HAP BUSINESS
WITH A LORP!

PESPITE
THE LAMBKIN'S
PROTEST, THE
STORY 1S NOT

LONG, NOR

INTERESTING

TO THE WEST,
THERE IS A CITY,
BUILT AROUNP A
GRANP LIBRARY

MY PEAR
FRIEND WAS BORN
AND RAISEP IN THIS

LIBRARY, AS A

STEWARP

HE ANP I HAVE
BEEN CHARGEP
WITH FINPING A

STONEMASON--
--ONE CAPABLE OF

REPAIRING PAMAGE
TO THE LIBRARY'S
UNIQUE MASONRY

GOOP CRAFTSMEN
ARE HARP TO COME
BY THESE PAYS!

AS GRAND
AS SUCH A
THING CAN BE,
I SUPPOSE

WHAT PO

ITIS
CERTAINLY
AMBITIOUS,
TO TRY AND
KNOW ALL
THAT CAN BE

KNOWN

THE LIBRARY
HAS USE FOR
ME, BUT I HAVE
LITTLE USE FOR
THE LIBRARY

-=APART FROM
WHAT THEY
PAY ME!

THEY PAY YOU

FOR?Z
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IT MUST

BE A GRAND

LIBRARY!

TO INSPIRE
SUCH EFFORT!

S0, TO THE

WE HAVE HEARPD
THE LORP MIGHT
BE ABLE TO HELP

INVESTIGATE
NEWS OF THE

SEARCH OUT
OUTER WORLP

NUGGETS OF
KNOWLEPGE

LORP WE &O!

NOW, 10
LEAD THIS GREAT
LAMB AROUND, AND
KEEP HIS NOSE OUT,
OF THE PIRT--

HAH!
ANP YOU
CAN'T EVEN
PO THAT,
CAN YOUZ

oLp



I THOUGHT I'M SORRY!
YOU WERE YOU ARE

SLEEPING! _  BOTH Loup IT'S JUST

SO EXCITING,
IFORGET TO
BE QUIET

YOU MUST
HAVE SEEN LOTS I KNEW YOU
OF BOOKS, AT THIS  \coe wisk,
GREAT LIBRARY = wAY YOU
OF YOURS TALK!

WELL, I'VE ...BUT WISPOM 1S
READ MANY . n MORE THAN FACTS,
e AND A LIBRARY IS '
MORE THAN APLACE [ e : ¢ APHAELIA...
TC KEEP BOOKS S
...1S ALSO
MY HOME,
ANP HOLPS
EVERYTHING
THAT I VALUE
IN THIS
WORLDP

ITIS THE
LIGHT THAT
GUIPES MY
HEART

IT IS WHY
I AM HERE
NOW

HOW
FAR AWAY
1SIT?

I SHOULP
LIKETCO
VISIT!

IpousT
YOU WiLL

I TRAVELLEP
TWO HUNPREP
ANDP TWENTY
PAYS TO GET
HERE

A JOURNEY
LIKE THAT MUST
HAVE SOME
PURPOSE

e
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YOU'RE
TERRIBLY FAR BETTER THAN
FROM HOME! MAKING SUCH A

BUT AT LEAST  TRIP ALONE!
YOU HAVE EACH
OTHER!

IAM
TERRIBLY
FAR FROM
HOME

. WHAT
STARTED ALL
THIS, ANYHOW?
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HADP I KNOWN
THE EXTENT OF
OUR JOURNEY...

...PERHAPS
I WOULP NEVER
HAVE AGREEP
TO MAKE IT

...IFYou
PON'T MINP ME
ASKING...7

FOR TWO PAYS
ANP TWO NIGHTS,
THE BAY OF PALMS
WAS A TEMPEST

THREE THOUSANP
SHIPS WERE SMASHEDP
ON THE BUTTRESSES
OF THE SEAWALL

THE
RAIN LASHEP
AT THE WALLS,
THE WINZ WAILEP
AT NIGHT

THE TOWER
STOOP STRONG,




ol T
WAS A
STORM
LIKE NO

.AND IT
SHOOK
THE GREAT
TOWER OF
APHAELIA
TO ITS VERY
ROOTS
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..ACCORPING
TO THE HEAP... ...THE BAY
MUST BE CLEAREP

IMMEPIATELY

IT WAS A
BAD STORM,
NO MISTAKE

ONE
FOR THE
RECORPS!

BUTIT
COULP HAVE
PONE WORSE

THE SAILORS'
PORMITORY 1S
‘ UNTOUCHEP

MOST OF
THE WESTERN
MARINA IS
INTACT

IT WILL TAKE
A WEEK OR TWO,
BUT WE HAVE
ENOUGH MANPOWER
TO CLEAR THE
BAY

...WHAT
ELSEZ I'M
WRITING A
LIST

. WHAT ABOUT e N
THAT? %

THAT
WASN'T

A THERE
2 BEFORE
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NO, NO,
YOU PECIPED
CORRECTLY--

... 400
METERS...

...5ORRY TO '
BOTHER YOU,
HEAD BALTHUS N
--THERE HAS
NEVER BEEN A
CRACK IN THE
TOWER'S BASE

I WASN'T
SURE IF THIS
IS WORTH
YOUR TIME~-~

ITISA
NOTEWCRTHY
EVENT--

d B

..0.5 RAPIANS
FROM PLUMB

A FINGER'S
WIPTH AT THE
BASE...

.NO WIPER
THAN A HAIR
FOR...

--BUT EVERY
FOUNPATION CRACKS
EVENTUALLY

THE TOWER
IS, AFTER ALL,

JUST A BUILPING

OH, HEAD, WELL, IT
IT IS NO MERE IS OUR HOLY
BUILPING! WORK, CUR

HOME...
HOW CAN
YOU SPEAK LLBUTIT
LIKE THAT? IS STILL A
BUILPING

ANP ALL
BUILPINGS
FALL IN
THEIR TIME
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HOWEVER!

PO NOT
PESPAIR, MY
YOUNG FRIENDP

CLEAN UP THE
BAY OF PALMS, ANP
PO NOT CONCERN
YOURSELF WITH

THE WALL

THE CITY
IS ANXIOUS FOR
COMMERCE TO

e RESUME

FISSURE IS NOT
STRUCTURALLY
SIGNIFICANT

NOW,
TAKE US BACK
UP, PLEASE

IAM

A NEEPED

Ll ELSEWHERE

S—

-



...50 THE
ROOT ARCHIVES
HAVE FLOOPEP

ENTIRELY

QUITE A
SHAME, QUITE
A MESS

WE SHALL
NEEP TWO HUNPRED
MEN WORKING DAY
ANP NIGHT FOR A
WEEK TO CLEAR
THIS FLOOR ...

THE WATER
HAS STCOPPEP
RISING, YES?
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YES,
HEAD
BALTHIUS

THE WATER
STOPPEP RISING
FIVE HOURS AGO

IAMTOLP
ITIS NOW LEVEL
WITH THE BAY

I WAS NOTIFIED
TWENTY HOURS AGC
BY AN ARCHIVIST WHO

REPORTED WATER,

BUT HE PIP NOT

KNOW WHERE IT WAS
COMING FROM

THE STORM,
OF COURSE, WAS
OCCUPYING OUR

ATTENTION

. TRAGEPY

MARILS,
FINDP THE
ENTRYPOINT OF
THIS WATER
IMMEPIATELY

TAKE AS MANY
BOPIES AS YOU
NEEP

GIVEN THE VOLUME
OF WATER ANP RATE
OF EQUILIBRIUM, THE
ENTRYPOINT WILL BE

NO LARGER THAN

A FEW SQUARE
CENTIMETERS...

EL'S GRACE,
I PRAY THIS IS NOT
AS SERIOUS AS IT
APPEARS TO BE
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..WILL YOU
TELL HIM I'M

THE OLP
MAN WANTS
TO TALK

TO YoU!

HE SAID
TO CoMe
RIGHT

IS HE
PISSED OFF7
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COME IN,
COME IN




YOU'VE GOTTEN
QUITE ROUNP SINCE
WE SPOKE LAST YEAR,

YOUNG ROSHIM

POES THE
SEPENTARY LIFE
AGREE WITH

THANK YOU, SIR,
YOUR TEA IS
ALWAYS A TREAT

I'VE TAKEN
YOUR ADVICE
SERIOUSLY,
THOUGH I'M AFRAIP
ISTILL TENP TO
SCORCH THE
LEAVES A BIT

YOU'VE BEEN
TAKING TEA
WITH ME FOR
QUITE SOME
TIME NOW,
EH?
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I HAVEN'T
JUST BEEN
SITTING ABOUT,
OLP MAN

I MOVE THE
GUILDP CARVINGS
AND WORKSHOP

SCULPTS...

I UNLOAP
STONE AT THE
MARINA...

I WORK IN
THE VIVARIUM

EVERY PAY... AND T EAT

I SUPPOSE SO!

TWELVE
YEARS NOW...7

LONG
ENOUGH THAT You
CONVINCEP ME TO
GIVE UP HONEY IN

MY TEA

CHILPREN LOVE
HONEY, BUT APULTS
KNOW THE SECRET

TO LIFE IS SAVORING
BITTERNESS

COMFORT IS A
CURSE; IT MAKES ONE
RESENT ANYTHING THAT
ISN'T COMFCORTABLE, ANDP
MUCH OF THE WORLP 1S
UNCOMFORTABLE

HAHA!

HAPPY COMING-
OF-AGE, MY FRIENP,
EL'S BLESSING
UPON YOU

HAVE SOME TEA,
WOULPN'T YOU?

I'M BREAKING IN
A NEW POT; AUGUST
GOT IT FOR ME, ON HIS
LAST EXPEPITION

FOOLS IN RESEARCH
WANTEP TO TAKE IT
APART TO STUPY THE
ENAMELING!

...ARE YOU
COMFORTABLE, MY
YOUNG FRIENDZ




...I SUPPOSE
I AM, IN A WAY

AS You
KNOW, I'VE PAIP OFF
MY RETENTION PEBT,
AND SUBMITTED MY
APPLICATION FOR
JUNIOR LIBRARIAN

IKNOWTI AM
NOT THE BRIGHTEST,
YET I FEEL I CAN
HAVE A PLACE HERE,
AS I HAVE THUS
FAR...

BuT
WHY?

YOUR
RECORPS
PON'T SHOW
A PARTICULAR [J
PASSION

YOUR FOCUS
OF STUPY
CHANGES

WHY STAY
AT THE
LIBRARY?
THIS
IS NOT A

CRITICISM,
MERELY A
QUESTION

IWANT TO
UNPERSTAND
WHAT PRIVES

You
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I wouLp
LIVE IN THE
CITY, TAKE
TO TRAPE

I MAY
BE A POOR
LIBRARIAN,
BUT I CAN
SMITH ANDP

IS THAT
THE SORT
OF LIFE YOU'P
PREFER IF
YOU HAP A
CHOICE?

IwouLp
RATHER STAY
HERE, SIR

CRISTIO

HE'S
BEEN MY BEST
FRIENP SINCE

CHILPHOOP

WE SHAREDP
THE SAME
CLASS,
AND ==

WHAT wWouLp
YOU PO IF YOUR
APPLICATION WAS
REJECTEP?

TELL ME

HE WORKS
IN AGRICULTURE, HE
SCORES QUITE HIGHLY,
ANP HE HAS ALREADY
BEEN INFORMALLY
ACCEPTEP

HE WANTS
TO STAY HERE




youpo
NOT HAVE TO
ANSWER ME,

BUT...

LIS THIS A
ROMANTIC
RELATIONSHIPZ

WELL, You
COULP HAVE
WORSE
REASONS

INPEED,
WITHOUT LOVE,
WHAT WOULP BE
THE POINT OF
ALL THIS PEAP
KNOWLEPGE?

EVEN THE
STRANGER
ACTEP OUT
OF PITY, ANP
PITY IS THE
SHAPCW OF
Love

AHH, TO

FEEL THE

FIRES OF
YOUTH AGAIN!

ALL THAT IS

PONE OUGHT

TO BE PONE
FOR LOVE

le]
YOoU wouLp
STAY FOR
CRISTIO,

WAS YOUR AGE,
I ALSO HAP MALE
RELATIONS, HAP
MY FLIGHTS OF
FANCY

NEVER MARRIEP,
PIP MY PUTY
WITH A MOTHER

NOW!

LET US TALK

ABCUT YOUR APPLICATION,
BECAUSE I THINK WE CAN

HELP EACH OTHER

IWouLP Be

HAPPY TO GUARANTEE ...BUT IN EXCHANGE
I WISH YOU YOUR ACCEPTANCE, FOR AN EXPEPITION,
BETTER LUCK IN AS IS MY RIGHT AS THE SOMETHING A BIT MORE
YOUR PURSUIT OF PEPARTMENT HEAP... PELIBERATE THAN THE
LOVE USUAL PISCOVERY

...AN | THISIS..
EXPEPITION?

LTHS IS A
STRANGE TIME,
ROSHIM

YES, YES,
I'M AWARE
OF YOUR
INEXPERIENCE,
BUT...

YOU'VE
HEARP OF THE
FISSURE?

THE GREAT
CRACK IN THE
FOUNDATION OF

THE LIBRARYZ
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A SENIOR
MENTIONED
AFLOOP IN
THE ROOT
ARCHIVES?

PAMAGE
FROM THE
STORM LAST
WEEK?

...YES, WE HAVEN'T

SAFELY REPAIR
THE FISSURE

SENIOR STAFF
AFLOOP THE GNOSISTO ARE PIGGING THROUGH
WHAT'S LEFT OF THE
ROOT ARCHIVES IN HOPES
WE'VE OVERLOOKEP
USEFUL PATA

I FINP THE
FISSURE ITSELF
LESS PANGEROUS
THAN THE GAP IN
OUR KNOWLEPGE
OF OUR OWN

...HAVE YoUu
KNOWLEPGE OF
THE CREATION
OF THE TOWER
LIBRARYZ

LIBRARY

WHEN
EXPOSEP,
IT'S BEST TO
FILL THESE
IN, IF WE CAN

IT WAS

TAUGHT IN
PRIMARY -
SCHOOL |\ GreAT

PETAIL

PIP THE
HEAVENLY
HOST SET THE

FOUNPATION?

NO, THE HOST HAP NOTHING TC PO WITH IT.
THE HEAVENS WERE SEALEP LONG BEFORE

THE LIBRARY'S FOUNPATION WAS LAIP

AT THE PAWN OF THE SECONP AGE,
A GREAT KING OF MEN RESCOLVEP TO

GATHER ALL KNOWLEPGE OF THE EARTH,

ALL OF THE WRITTEN WORP, INTO ONE
PLACE

IT IS WRITTEN THAT HE COMMISSIONED
THE ARCHMASONS, THE EXILEP
HOST, FOR A LIBRARY THAT COULP HOLP
ALL THE BOOKS THAT WOULP EVER BE
WRITTEN, SO THAT KNOWLEGE WOULP

| BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY

e ——

-
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THE PEMIMEN, OUR FATHERS, WERE
CHARGEP BY THE ARCHMASONS WITH
STEWARPSHIP OF THIS LIBRARY, ANP
GENERATION TO GENERATION, IT GREW
UPWARPS INTC A MIGHTY TOWER,

ANP BECAME KNOWN AS A HOLY PLACE

BEFORE LONG, OTHER GREAT KINGS
AND LEAPERS BEGAN TO CONTRIBUTE
TO THE LIBRARY, ANP THE CITY
APHAELIA WAS BUILT AROUNP IT,
ANP BECAME A PLACE FOR LEARNING,
FOR EXCHANGE OF THOUGHT -~

EXCUSE ME,
FOR A MOMENT I
FELT AS IF I WAS
GIVING A SPEECH

TO A CLASS OF

NEOPHYTES!

OLPD HABITS!

FOR THREE HUNPREP GENERATIONS,
APHAELIA HAS RISEN, ITS ORIGINAL
PESIGN EXPANPING ALONG WITH OUR
KNOWLEPGE OF THE EARTH, ANP OUR
HOLY MISSION HAS BEEN TO CONTINUE,
TC RAISE MANKIND OUT OF THE
PARKNESS OF IGNORANCE INTO THE
LIGHT OF KNOWLEPGE, ANP SO--

-=-MY YOUNG FRIENP, YOU ARE
PRIVILEGEP TC BE A PART OF

THIS GREAT WORK--

NO, NO, YOU
TELL STORIES
WELL, IT IS MY
PLEASURE TO

LISTEN!

BuT
YOU FAILEP TO
MENTION WHAT IS
REMARKABLE ABOUT
THE FOUNPATION,
SPECIFICALLY

~ .




AH, WELL

THE
FOUNPATION
15—~

—-WAS A
SINGLE SOLIP
PIECE, AS IF
VOLCANIC
GLASS

THE
ARCHMASONS
LAIP THE
FOUNPATION
SOMEHOW, ANP
THEY ARE
GONE NOW

TWO HUNPREP
GENERATIONS AGC,
THEY WENT EAST,

ANP THAT IS THE

LAST WE KNOW ..AND TOPAY, WE
OF THEM... ARE FINALLY IN NEEP

...ANP BY AT MUST
EXTENSION, BE QUITE A SURELY

WE NEEP YOU, JourNey  |F THIS WAS AN
MY YOUNG EASY TASK IT

FRIENDP WOULP HAVE
BEEN PONE

PERHAPS,
PERHAPS NOT!

PO NOT
UNPERESTIMATE THE
PERSUASIVENESS
OF PRACTICALITY!

THE
FOUNPATION,
AS IT MIGHT BE,
WAS SOMETHING
WE couLp
RELY ON

IT IS PIFFICULT TO
ARGUE FOR SOLUTIONS
TO FUTURE PROBLEMS

OF THOSE OLP MEN,

CR THEIR GNOSIS,
THEIR TOOLS...

ANP IF I
ACCEPT THIS
MISSION, MY PLACE
IN THE LIBRARY IS
GUARANTEED?

...IN LIEU OF
ABILITY, LOYALTY
CAN SUFFICE

I CAN GUARANTEE
YOUR POSITION WITHIN
MY PEPARTMENT,
ANDP YOUR CONTINUED
LIFE AT THE LIBRARY

WITH MORE PRESSING
CONCERNS AT HANP

THEN I
ACCEPT,
ABSOLUTELY

THANK YOU,
OLP FRIENP,
FOR THIS
CHANCE TO
PROVE
MYSELF

YOU NEEP NOT
LOSE YOUR PEAR
CRISTIO

ROSHIM

YOU'VE BECOME A
FINE MAN, ANP A PILLAR WE ARE GLAPD
OF OUR COMMUNITY, SO YOU WOULP CHOOSE
YOUR PEERS TELL ME TO STAY WITH US
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SO THEN! HEAVENLY

H?fg,s . YOU OUGHT SURELY --THEN,
SHALL T ! TO KNOW THAT YOU HAVE SOME WHO 1S MY
GO ALONET EXPEPITIONS PEERS WHO HAVE PARTNERZ
ARE ALWAYS SHAREPD THEIR
IN TWOS EXPERIENCES

YOUR PARTNER
IS ON THE ROAP
TO APHAELIA

SOMEONE
FAMILIAR WITH
THE PATH NOW

BEFORE YOU

HE SHALL BE
WITHUS INA
FEW WEEKS

IN THE
MEANWHILE, PO
WHAT YOU MUST
TO PREPARE
FOR YOUR S i -
JOURNEY ‘ \ ...AND SOME
MORE TEA!

ALL
COMFORTS

HAVE
PATIENCE,
ROSHIM...

!
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SHOULPD BE
ENJOYEP WHILE
THEY LAST




BI&
GuY

YEAH,
you

HOLP
TH" AXLE
LIKE--

WHILE
I KNOCK THE
PIN oUT--

L AR ,’

Py

...SUPPOSE SO
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...NOT
BADP, NOT
GooPp...

IT'LL BE PARK
LONG AFORE
WE CAN REACH
SUMAKISH

PAMN THING'S
SHAKIN' ITSELF
APART

BEST
STAY THE
NIGHT HERE

GOTTA
PATCHIT

AGAIN
A COUPLE

HOURS... PEMIMAN'S

LUCK, EH?

AH, PON'T
8E GRUMPY,
LAMBKIN!

WE'LL HAVE
A QUIET NIGHT,
AT LEAST

LET'S
MAKE THE
MOST OF

IT
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...MY JOURNAL....

..WHEN I
RETURN, IT WILL
TAKE ITS PLACE
ON THE LIBRARY

SHELVES...

.. ANP I
WILL TAKE MY
PLACE AMONG ONE

MY PEOPLE

ANYTHING
NOTEWORTHY

EVENTS,
PLACES, MY
THOUGHTS

ITIS A
TOOL TO
REFLECT

PATREON.COM/PURPLEBIRDMA

AMONGST
MANY

AND
PERHAPS
ILLUMINATE
MYSELF TO
OTHERS

I GREW UP
REAPING MY ELPERS'
JOURNALS

PERHAPS
TOMORROW

WILL YA
REAP SOME
OF ITTO ME?

WRITE
ABOUT HOW
GREASY 'N
UGLY HE IS

EVERYONE
OUGHT TO
KNOW!

WHAT'S
THAT YOU'RE
WRITING?

WHAT
SORTA THINGS
PO YOU WRITE

POWN?T

FAIR
ENCUGH!

OH, MAKE
SURE YA GET
PELLA'S FACE

IN THERE!




SLEEP

WELL,

CHAMPION - WHAT PO
YOU MEANZ

I''L see YOU
TOMORROW =~

SLEEP
WITH ME

I'LL PO MY
PAMNPEST,
oLP MAN

...you
PON'T WANT
TO SLEEP WITH
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...7ON'T YOU

TRUST ME TO
KEEP WATCH?
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IPDON'T
TRUST You Ipo
TO TAKE THIS NOT WANT TO
SERIOUSLY STUMBLE ON
THE THRESHOLY

ANP THAT 1S
WHY I AM AWAKE
RIGHT NOW!

I CAN'T SLEEP
WHILE YOU'RE ON
WATCH!

I CAN'T TRUST
THAT YOU WON'T
WANPER OFF!

YOU'RE
GOING TO
BREAK MY

WRIST

1S THAT
WHAT You
WANTZ
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THRESHOLPD, THE
INDEED PANGEROUS
PART OF THIS
JOURNEY HAS
NOT BEGLUN
IPROMISEP I
WOULP CARRY YOU
THROUGH IT...

...ANP HERE
YOU ARE, NONE
THE WCORSE FOR

WEAR--

QUITE A
BIT WORSE
FOR WEAR!

I WASN'T
SCARREP LIKE
APIT FIGHTER
WHEN WE LEFT
APHAELIA

LIKE LAST
NIGHT!

IPIP NOT
MEAN TO
HURT YoUu




I
SUPPOSE
WE SHALL
BOTH KeeP
WATCH

oy 3
SUPPOSE
WE WILL

CAN KEEP
WATCH JusT
FINE FROM

HERE

|

IS THAT I FOUND IT

THE...? I THOUGHT : LAST NIGHT,
WE WERE OUT (O SEARCHING FOR
OF THAT WEED : SPARE COIN

HAVE YOUR
PIPE OUT!

THERE = )
IS ENOUGH \
FOR ONE
LAST BOWL

\ A ...MY PIPE

L BROKE AT
THAT RIVER

CROSSING I CRUSHEP

IT UP AGAINST
THE BOAT
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WHEN WE

IT HAS HAS IT . REACH MIRIAH,
BEEN SOME CHANGED A I WILL KNOW SOME THINGS
A GREAT PO NOT CHANGE
TIME SINCE CEALZ raby
I WAS LAST

e . BuT
UNALLOYED
GoLp IS
SOFT

IT HAS NO
COMMITMENT
TO SHAPE

YOU'VE
SPOKEN TO
THE LORP
HERE

WHAT'S
HE LIKEZ

WHEN I

KNEW HIM, & FOUR HUNPRED
HE WAS-- : I YEARS AGO CR S0,
HE MAPE IT CLEAR

THOUGHTFUL : HE PIP NOT WISH _ ’ ; i
TO TALK TO ME A PR

NOR HAVE .
AT ALL
GRrAcious,  SITVE anyTHING more R a|  HAVE NO
EVEN ; TO PO WITH ME ‘ EFFECT

SPOKEN FOR |8 : ON THE
A TIME _ ANGELS?

! ) ...FOUR
HAH HAH! v/ HUNPREP

YEARS,
NOT ON
= EH?

THAT ANGEL, , ‘
I'M AFRAID! ; \ oW O

BUT I AM YOU KNOW HE

GLADP TO HEAR WILL BE THERE
THAT I HAVE IN MIRIAHZ
SOME!

/ \

y
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BECAUSE...

..HE IS A
HOPELESSLY
LAZY

PERSON AND HE

WOULP NEVER
UPROOT HIMSELF

EVEN SHOULP
THE EARTH SHIFT
BENEATH HIS
FEET, HE WOLLP
ROOT HIMSELF

PEEPER

AN ANGEL
HAS MORE TIME
TO BECOME
SET IN HIS WAYS
THAN A MORTAL
MAN, ANP THE
LORP OIPECALLA
HAS BECOME
SET INPEED

I SUPPOSE I
WILL EVEN LOOK
BACK ON YOU
FONPLY

you
SELFISH
THING

THAT'S A
BIT UNFAIR!

HOW SELFISH
CAN I BE WHEN
I AM SO WILLING

TO SHARE
MYSELFZ
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TAKE HEART,
LAMBKIN
I EXPECT WE
ARE NEARLY AT
THE ENP OF CUR
JOURNEY

YOUR SUFFERING
WILL NOT BE FOR
NOTHING, ANP YOUR
SCARS WILL SURELY
EARN YOU RESPECT
UPON YOUR RETURN

..THIS MAY

WELL SOON

BE CVER

I KNOW

THAT IT IS NOT
REASONABLE...

HOW MANY OF
YOUR FELLOWS
WILL BE ABLE TO
BOAST AS You
SHALLZ

SOMEHOW

MY HEART CANNOT

CONCEIVE IT

...BUT A PART
OF ME STILL
HATES You

ITIS NOT

YOUR FAULT




i o YOU PON'T EVERYTHING
FEEL MYSELF NEED ME 1 CAN DO ITRY TO PO

NOTHING ON MY OWN

SINKING INTO HERE

THE PAST =L ENDS IN

FAILURE

SOMETIMES,
I THINK--

--I WAS
STRONGER
BEFORE THIS

JOURNEY

..ITOLP
THE BOY THAT
YOU ARE MY
BOPYGUARP

IT WAS NOT 7 WHAT IS MORE,
ATOTAL L : 3 I CANNOT PLEAD
ON BEHALF OF
YOUR KIN I HAVE
SHOULPEREP
THE BURPEN OF
BRINGING US HERE,
BUT NOW YOUR
PEOPLE MUST
RELY ON YOU

I SHOULPD NEVER
PARE STAND BEFORE
LORP OIPECALLA

WITHOUT You
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HE
POESN'T
NEED ME, CRISTIO
EITHER~- KNOWS I AM
A WEAK MAN

BUT THAT
BOY, LEILY

HE THINKS
I AM STRONG,
ANP IT SCARES
ME--

IT SCARES
ME HOW MUCH
I NEEP TO SEE

THAT IN HIS

EYES

WHEN I
PROTECTEP
HIM, HE REALLY

BELIEVEDP--

-=THAT I
AM STRONG

LAMBKIN,
THE STRONG
NEEP NOT FEEL
STRONG

THE
STRONG
PO WHAT THEY
CAN WITH WHAT
THEY HAVE

THE
WEAK
PO NOT
EVEN TRY




\ ‘ UNPER THE
m;‘eezgese & | Y/  WATCHFUL LOVE OF YOUR

AGO-- " HOUSE MOTHER LISAY,
I HAZ NO POUBT THAT
EXTRACRPINARY APULTS

WOULP PEVELOP...

--NINETEEN
YEARS AGO, THIS
EXTRAORPINARY
GROUP OF PEOPLE WAS
BROUGHT TOGETHER

BRIGHT ) U W
YOUNG CHILDREN, 2o ¢ ...BUT I COULD

EAGER TO LEARN NOT HAVE IMAGINED

AND GROW A BETTER OUTCOME

THAN YOU!
/
You ALL /
HAVE MAPE US POMITRUS
PROUP IN YOUR 43, /
OWN WAYS, i
< 8 /

BUT TONIGHT, - \
SPECIAL \" '\ AN
HONOR IS

PUE TO THESE
BROTHERS:

...AND WHEN

IT IS ALWAYS MY THEY RETURN

JOY ANP PRIVILEGE THEY WILL RETURN
TO ADDRESS YOU ALL, AS MY EQUALS
ANP ESPECIALLY WHEN I
AM GAZING UPCON THE FULL MEMBERS
NEXT GENERATION OF OF OUR LIBRARY
OUR ORPER--

BRINGERS
OF NEW

THIS WEEK,
THESE BROTHERS
WILL LEAVE BEHIND
THE GRACE OF OUR
BELOVEP APHAELIA,
TAKING THE JOURNEY
THAT PEFINES OUR
PEOPLE...
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MY BROTHERS,
I THANK YOU, ON
BEHALF OF THE

LIBRARY!

THE
STRANGER'S
BLESSING GO
WITH You!

KNOWLEPGE

PRESERVERS
OF OUR
CULTURE

NOW PLEASE,
EVERYONE EAT,
CELEBRATE, AND
MAKE MERRY AS
YOU WOULP, FOR
TONIGHT IS
YOURS

SCRIBES
OF THIS
SACREP
WORK

MAY
KNOWLEPGE
BE FRUITFUL

ANP MULTIPLY!




o n ey
: HADP TO!  |NexPeCTED
THING THIS

EL'S
IS!

BLESSING

UPON you

CRIS!

AH, I'M
GLAP YOU
CAME!

AL\:E WERE TR
SHOCKEP  gwore TO NEVER [ RIGHT!

SET FOOTOUTSIPE
OF THE CITY? STOP IT! COULP HAVE
CHANGEP
YOUR MINPZ

Ipp
NOT SAY
THAT...
v )

TO HEARIT!

THE OLP
MAN WILL APPROVE — SR I WILL
MY APPLICATION 7 PO WHATEVER
UPON MY RETURN! ‘ I MUST PO TO
BE WITH YOU

IPON'T

WANT TO LEAVE

YOU, MY PEAR

FRIENDS
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NO NEEPD
TO PAUSE YOUR BUTI
MERRYMAKING,  WANT TO
ROSHIM! INTROPUCE
YOU TO YOUR
COMPANION

IPIP NOT

HEAP  gee you--
BALTHILS!

HE ARRIVEP
TOPAY ANP 1S
EAGER TO
MEET You!

AVALON!

GETTING
COMFCORTABLE,
ARE YOU?

HO,
BALTHIUS!

IP!ATREON.COM/PURPLEBIRDMAN

He'ssome | IY LESS
FOREIGNER? £ FOREIGN TO
W~ THAT THIS TOWER
% POESN'T SEEM THAN YOU,

RIGHT--

THOUGH I
WAS BUT A BOY

YOUNG RAMI!  THE LAST TIME
HE WAS HERE

A CHILD OF

THE HEAVENLY  AFTER SO
HOST MANY STORIES,

I CAN HARPLY
IMAGINE...

WHAT AN
HANPSOME
BUNCH OF MEN
YOU'VE RAISED

HERE!

IAM SO
PELIGHTEP
TO BE BACK!




AND WE ARE
PELIGHTEP
FOR YOU TO
BE BACK!

ROSHIM,
THIS IS THE
EVER-LUMINOUS
AVALON

PLEASE
TREAT HIM
HOSPITABLY IN
MY STEAP!

IwWiLL
SEE YOU
BOTH
TOMORROW
AT OUR
MEETING!

EL'S
BLESSING

I HAVE
LIVEP LONG
AND SEEN
MUCH

YOUR OWN
PEOPLE MAY
SURPRISE YOU

NOT LONG
AGO WHEN I
STOOP AMONG
YOU, AMOTHER
ANP A FATHER
RAISED A
CHILD

TOPAY, YOUR
PEOPLE RAISE
CHILPREN IN
COMMON

TOMORROW,
WHO KNOWS?Z

PLEASE
FORGIVE OUR
QUESTIONS,
AVALON

WE ARE
FLUSH WITH
WINE ANDP
GooPr FooP

My
FRIENPS PO
NOT POouUBT
you

BUT WE HAVE

NEVER MET A

CHILP OF THE
HOST

WE HAVE
ONLY HEARP
STORIES

STORIES
OF GIANTS AND
WARRIORS ANPD
BATTLES BETWEEN
MIGHTY FORCES OF
HEAVEN
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IT SEEMS
I SHALL BE
TRAVELING
WITH THE BEST
OF THE LOT!

IS HEAP
BALTHIUS
YOUR
FATHER?

YOUR
HORNS ARE
SIMILAR

SO IT'S
TRUE!

WELL-MET,
AVALON!

HERE WE
PO NOT KNOW
OUR BIRTH
PARENTS

HEAP
BALTHIUS
IS AS LIKELY
TC BE MY SIRE
AS ANYONE
ELSE

HE TOLDP ME
YOU WERE FAMILIAR
WITH MY PECPLE; T
AM SURPRISEP YOU

WOULP ASK

BALTHIUS
SAIP YOU ARE

BLESSEP WITH
THE THIN BLOCOP

APHAELIA
HAS BEEN
BREEDING MEN
BIG AND
STRONG

A FEW
GENERATIONS
AGO, I WAS
TALLER THAN
ALL YOUR
ANCESTORS

PERHAPS
THENTI
APPEAREP AS
A GREAT
WARRIOR

OF THE HOST!

BLESSEPD,
INPEEP!

I o
THOUGHT

THE SEEP
OF ANGELS
WERE MIGHTY
WARRIORS...

poz1
NOT SEEM
A MIGHTY
WARRIOR?




ALL THAT
IS GOLP POES
NOT GLITTER

STRENGTH
NEEP NOT

APPEAR AS
WE EXPECT

OH, HE
IS CRISTIO,
MY PEAR
L FRIEND!

WHOo
ARE YOU,
LOVELY
ONEZ

ANP HE IS
CERTAINLY
THE BEST OF
Us ALL

I SHALL
INTROPUCE
EVERYONE,

BuUT--

-=FIRSTLY,
THE WINE FLOWS
QUICKLY!

LET US PRINK
BEFORE THE

PROUGHT!

COME,
AVALON, LET
ME FILL YOUR

AH, WHAT
A GENTLEMAN
YOU ARE!




COME, YES! AVALON, SUPPER WON'T ...AND CRISTIO
ROSHIM! WOULP YOU  LAST MUCH WANTS US TO SEEK
ACCOMPANY LONGER... THE ARCHMASONS'

INVITE YOUR usz BLESSING

COMPANION!

A
BLESSING?

SOUNPS
IMPORTANT

IcouLp
CERTAINLY
POWITHA
BLESSING

OR TWO

LEAD
IPONT
THE WAY!
Enged CLO:;EE, U WANT TO LOSE
' YOU IN THE
CROWP!

EL ABOVE!

. \ A
NOW, ; -
WE ARE GOING \ :
] . I
FLOOR... RN \ ’
...TWENTY
FLOORS
eeLow WATER
I
o } e FALLS,
I HOPE . WE RISE!
| YOU'RE REAPY y
FOR SOME

‘ OR SINK,
STAIRS! IN THIS CASE!

A BETTER
SOLUTION TO
ELEVATION THAN
LEGWORK

IF NOT A BIT
CRAMPEP

CRUSHED
ON ALL SIPES
BY HANPSOME

HAH,
PON'T
WORRY!

RAMI
IS PLAYING
WITH YoU

COME!

WAS
THIS HERE
LAST TIME
YOU GRACEP
us?
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MEN!

ARE

YOU SURE

THIS WASN'T

PART OF THE
PESIGN?

PERHAPS
JUST MY
PESIGN




NOW,
IF YOU CAN
PEER PAST MY
SHOULPER-~ YOU'LL
GLIMPSE THE
MAIN SHAFT OF
THE TOWER

SEE THE
REAPING
BALCONIES
ON EACH

YES,
I PO RECALL

THOUGH
THIS SPIRAL  TOOLER

REMEMBER IT
BEING QUITE
SOVAST

I GUESS
YOU'RE USEP
TO SEEING
SUCH SCALE!

I
SUPPOSE
I AM!

AH, WE'RE
PASSING
THROUGH

THE PUBLIC
SECTOR

IT'S LEVEL
WITH THE CITY,

WHERE ANYONE
MAY ENTER ANP

FLOOR?T P \ / ACCESS OUR
LIBRARY

ONLY A
FEW SHORT
MINUTES TIL

WE REACH THE
BOTTOM OF THE

-=NOT TOO
SQUASHEP,
ARE YOU?

RATHER
ENJOYING
MYSELF

WOULDN'T
MIND BEING
SQUEEZED //
ALITTLE
MORE

AH,
VERY

|
BOLP! 0o you

LIKE BOYS,
ROSHIM?

ANP T
CAN GET
MUCH
BOLPER...

..IFYOU
WANT ME TO
REINTROPUCE
MYSELF,
WHEN WE'RE
ALONE
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...50 WHAT
POES THIS
BLESSING
ENTAILZ

WHAT BETTER
FOUNPATION
FOR ALL OF
APHAELIAZ AN IMMUTABLE
REMINPER OF OUR
MISSION, OUR
CULTURE--
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OH, IT
IS ARITUAL.,
FOR MEN AND
WOMEN LEAVING
APHAELIA ON
THIS JOURNEY

EACH PAIR
GOES OUT TO
BRING BACK NEW
KNOWLEPGE,
ADPPING TO THE
LIBRARY...

... BUT FIRST,
WE STANP AT
THE CREST OF
THE FOUNPATION,
ANP THINK ON THE
PRINCIPLES THEY
LEFT US

YOU'VE SEEN
IT BEFORE,
HAVEN'T YOU?

BEHOLP!

--THE

FIRST

BOOK,
ENGRAVED
IN STONE!

RECORPS
OF CREATION,
PEEPS OF THE
ARCHMASONS,
AND THEIR
ETERNAL
BLESSING!

o San



RHOPOWYN,
THE KING
OF KINGS...

SOPON,
BULWARK OF
LORAINE...

4

‘ WISE ANP HOLY .
ASTHEOPITHICUS..

...AND
OIPECALLA,

THE GOLP SAGE
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INPEEPD, IT IS WELL, OF

MAGNIFICENT A COURSE!

BLESSING,
YOU SAYZ

...MAY WE
COME TO KNOW
THE WORL-P...
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THE ARCHMASONS
KNEW HISTORY WAS
BEST WRIT INTO

...THE
INNOCENT
BOUNTY

A PECPLE THEY PIP THEIR

WITHOUT A BEST TO GUIPE

PAST HAS NO US FROM AFAR,
FUTURE TO GIVE US A
CENTER...

...ANP
IT IS THAT
GUIPANCE
WE SEEK
HERE

COME
JOIN UG,
AVALCN

EVEN
ANGELS
MUST PRAY,
YEST

OH, IT
CERTAINLY
CAN'T HURT!

N

...MAY
WE COME TO
KNOW GOP THE
STRANGER...

WHOSE PATH
WE WALK, EYES
OPEN




S0
THAT YOUR FEET
WILL NOT STUMBELE,
ANP YOUR EYES WILL
BE STEAPFAST ON
YOUR JOURNEY...

. LET
US REVISIT THE
GNOSIS OF THE
FIRST BOOK

LETUS
REMEMBER,
TOGETHER--
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...MAY
WE COME
TO KNOW

GOP THE

TYRANT...

...OUR
ENEMY, THE
PEVOURING
CREATOR

-=THE
WISPOM
OF STONE

--THE
SACRAMENT
OF
FIRMAMENT

--THE

PROTECTION
OF SILVER

“

STRENGTH
OF IRON

--ANP THE

GLORY
OF GOLP




GOOPNIGHT,
GOOPNIGHT
ALL!

EL KEEP
you!

IT'S ALL
YOUR OWN
SPACE?

OH, THE
LIBRARY
INSISTS
ON BASIC
EPUCATION
FOR ALL
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I HOPE
THIS HASN'T
BEEN
TOO MUCH
EXCITEMENT,
AVALON!

BALTHIUS
HAS A ROOM

PREPAREP

FOR YOUR

STAY
I'LL
ESCORT

You--

AFTER OUR
RENTENTION PEBT
IS PAIP, WE CAN
MOVE INTO OUR
OWN ROOMS

NO
BUNKMATES?

you
CANNOT
STAY HERE
IFYOU PO
NOT LEARN
TO REAP
ANP WRITE

THAT
REMINDPS
ME, I MUST
RETURN
SOME OF
THESE...

THIS
ONE HAS BEEN
MINE FOR A YEAR
NOW

BUT I WOULP

LIKE TO SEE

YOUR ROOM
FIRST...

YOU ARE A
GENTLEMAN,
INPEEP

|
THAT'S ALL
RIGHT

you

ARE A
LEARNEP

MAN,
ROSHIM

--ALOT OF
WORK FOR THE
LIBRARY; MASONRY
ANP EMBOSSING,
MOSTLY

NEVER
WAS Goor
AT FIGLURE
CARVING...

-.BUTI
KEEP COMING
BACKTOIT

IPON'T
KNOW WHY




THE
GOLPEN-
HAIREP
BOY WHO
LEP THE
PRAYERT

THERE'S
SOME HUMAN

...OH?

.. AMAZING
MAY I

THE
PICK THIS
P7 COLOR HAS

NOT FAPEP
AT ALL

IT

ALMOST
LooKs
ALIVE

GORGEOUS,
AREN'T THEY?

IPONT
KNOW HOW
HE POES IT

I SUPPOSE
YOUR STATUES

MY FRIEND,
CRISTIO--

HE GAVE
THEM TO ME

HE'S IN THE
AGRICULTURE
PROGRAM

I THINK
THEY ARE
HIS FORM OF
SCULPTURE

FASCINATION WITH
PRESERVING
THINGS

...CRYSTALLIZING, ...BUT HOW CAN
AND BOOKS ALL IPEALIZING... UNFEELING STONE
SERVE THE SAME COMPARE TO LIVING
PURPOSE... FLESH?

HOW CAN
PRY SCRAPS
OF PARCHMENT
CONTAIN THE JOY
OF LIVING?Z
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IT 1S OUR SPOKEN ONE
WELL, AH... WAY OF PASSING WE ARE NOT LIKE AN MUST LAY ASIDE
...I SUPPOSE VALUE TO THE NExT AL GRACEP WITH BALTHIUS WOULP OLD MAN!  ONE'S BOOKS ANP

THEY ARE NOT A GENERATION LIFE AS YOUARE,  gay THAT OUR BOOKS EXPERIENCE
SUBSTITUTION CHILD OF HEAVEN  Age THE TRUE BRICKS THE WORLP!
OF THE TOWER

OH...
...I HAVE

PLENTY OF ...YOUPON'T PO AS

EXPERIENCE i MIND ME BEING ~ YOU WILL TO
TO SHARE! BOLP AGAIN
, ' - ME, LAD!
PO You? -

THE
BOLPER,

THE
BETTER!
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@ ALREADY?

THE

NECTAR OF LET ME
APHAELIA  pROPERLY
FLOWS WELCOME You .
FREELY TO MY BED,
FRIEND
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SHOW ME
PASSION,
YOUNG MAN

TAKE ME
IN THE WAY
THAT MOST

PLEASES

YOu...

HOW N ,'6‘

po Yol

LIKE ITZ

N s

CONSIPERATE

ROUGH EVEN NOW, EH?

CR
GENTLE?

MY BOPY

YEARNS

FOR YOUR
FORMIPABLE
INQUISITION!
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LIF THIS IS
BUT A PREVIEW

OF OUR JOURNEY
TOGETHER...

...I FEEL THE
ARCHMASONS
HAVE INPEEP

BLESSEPD US




PO YOUR
BOOKS TELL YOU
WHAT BECAME
OF THE
ARCHMASONS?
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1 HAVE
SERVEP YOUR
PEOPLE FOR
MANY YEARS

BEFORE THAT,

I SERVED THE

KINGPOM OF
GoLp

IT HAS
FALLEN TO
RUIN...

...YET
THE TEMPLE
OF CARCOSA,
CROWN OF THE
CARCOS MOUNTAINS,
REMAINS ABOVE THE
CITY MIRIAH

THERE
RESIPES YOUR
LORP OF
GoLp

PIMINISHEP, YET
UNTARNISHEP

I WILL
GUIPE YOU
TO HIM...

WELL--

ITIS
WRITTEN THAT
THEY JOURNEYEP
EAST, AFTER
THE TOWER
WAS BUILT

INPEEpP =5

PERHAPS
THEY HAP BETTER
THINGS TC PO

P
BALTHILS
TELL YOU,

THEN?

WHY HE
ASKEP ME
TO ACCOMPANY
YOU ON YOUR
EXPEPITION?

...PERHAPS
HE WILL FORGIVE
ME FOR IT
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W7,

g
HOT SUN
ON MY BACK

T 1

COOL WATER
AROUNP MY
ANKLES

AN

COME, MY - .THE
FRIENDPS... 3 ; ROAP TO
MIRIAH

l 4 AWAITS!
PATREON!COM/PURPLEBIRDMAN \




“THE REST OF THE ‘
JouRNEY PASSED [N
WITHOUT INCIPENT,

EL BLESS LEILY"

"...THOUGH PERHAPS
THAT IS AN UNKINP
EVALUATION OF A
VERY KINP MAN"

"WHEN WE
LEFT HIS
HOUSE,

HE SAID:" "I WILL ALWAYS

REMEMBER YOU; THE
MAN WHO CHOSE ME
OVER HIS GOLP, WHO
SHELTEREP ME, AS
A TREE SHELTERS A
BIRP IN A STORM..."

‘LET ME REMINP YOU..."
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GOT YER
BRETHER,

FOR DELIVERING
MY SON TO ME,
BLESS YOU!

&GOT YER
BRETHER!

poyou

WANT SOME
Foop7?

PREFER TO EAT

"HE WAS PLEASANT
ENOUGH COMPANY
ON THE ROAP,
AND A WELCOME
PISTRACTION..."

HE'S MUCH
HANPSOMER
THAN YOU,
ROSHIM

"MAYBE I'VE
PLACEP TOO LITTLE
VALLE IN SIMPLE
KINPNESS"

OR PO YOU

GRASS?

OH MOTHER,
YOU SOUNP
LIKE SUCH A
BUMPKIN!

GET HIM
A PROPER
MEAL!

"...TO BENP
IS NOT THE
SAME AS TO
BREAK"

"YOU ARE A
CHAMPION,
INPEEP"




"AND SO, WE CONTINUEP TO
GREEN MIRIAH, CITY OF
MERCHANTS, AT THE FOOT OF
THE CARCOS MOUNTAINS
AND PELTA OF THE RIVER HALI”

"AVALON SAYS OIPECALLA
HAP SOME HANP IN FOUNPING
THE CITY THAT GREW FROM
THE RUINS OF CARCOSA,
BUT THE LORP SEEMEP TO
LOSE HIS INTEREST IN MINISTRY,
ANP BECAME A TOTEM"

WITH A LINGERING RESPECT ANP
REVERENCE OF THE PRESENCE

OF OLP CARCOSA"

...KEEP READPY
YOUR LETTER OF
INTROPUCTION

I CANNOT
SAY WHAT SORT OF
WELCOME AWAITS
US ATOP THE
MOUNTAIN...
...BUT THE
VICEROY HERE
SHALL RESPONP
TO IT, ONE WAY
OR ANOTHER

LET US
SEE WHAT
PATH OPENS
BEFORE
us
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"AS THE CARAVAN
CROSSEP THE PLAINS,
WE PASSEDP MANY
WEATHEREP
SHRINES TO THE
LORP OF GOLP,
MARKING A PATH
TOWARPS THE
MOUNTAINS®

“IT MAPE ME
QUITE UNEASY,
TO SEE
SOMETHING
FAMILIAR SO
FAR FROM HOME"

I HAVE
IT HERE

PERHAPS
THERE
ISN'T A
VICEROY

A LORP
SHALL NEVER
WILLINGLY GIVE

UP POWER

EVEN IF
HE THINKS IT
NO LONGER
INTERESTS




| YET,
THESE I HAVE NO ..BUTNO £
SIGILS MEAN REASONTO  1hHe LONGER __ PILGRIMS
NOTHING TO a STOPYOU  roaAp IS STILL ASCEND
ME OPEN TO PURING THE FESTIVALS,
| ALL STILL PAY TRIBUTE
TO OUR LORPD...

IN THE
PAYS OF MY
GRANPFATHER'S
FATHER, MANY
SOUGHT THE
MOUNTAIN, FOR
PEACE, FOR
HEALING...

"...BUT SOME
WHO WALK THE
PATH OF GOoLP
PO NOT RETURN
TO Us"

"ANP FROM THOSE
WHO PO, I HAVE
HEARP REPORTS
THAT NOT ALL IS WELL
INOLP CARCOSA"

"THE LIGHT,
THEY SAY,
HAS BECOME
OPPRESSIVE®

"I PRAY IT REMAINS
CONFINEP TO THE
MOUNTAINS"




REJOICE, PILGRIM,
FOR RELIEF IS NEAR
AT HANP!

ASCENP AND LAY
POWN YOUR BURPEN,
FOR THE GRACE OF

CARCOSA AWAITS!




WE MUST BE , \ A ZaN ...THE
CAREFLUL.... ‘ ’ ey LORP'S
| PReESENCE
EFFUSES

THIS FOREST TOR TREES:

THE BRANCHES,
THEY BOW IN
AWE

po Yol
FEEL IT?7

THE
VERY AIR IS
HEAVY Po Yol
NOT FEEL THE
PRESSURE OF
THE LIGHT?Z

IPONT
KNOW WHAT
YOU'RE TALKING

WOOoPsS ARE
PLEASANT
ENOUGH

WELL,
ROUSE ME
IF THERE'S

ALL
TROUBLE

IFeeL
IPIJSCESE ‘ . o y Iauet
REST A | HIS REGARDP
A \  MOMENT == IS ALREADPY
‘ UPON US...
SAIP THERE
WAS NO
PANGER
HERE

THERE WAS

NO PANGER eut

THE LCORP IS
PANGEROUS

I CANNOT
PROTECT YOU
HERE
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WHAT PO ‘
YOU MEAN BY
THAT?

- .-——,ZA], -
..AVALONZ | _H |
1B 1
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...AND
BURPEN
MY WEARY
HEART?Z

- WHY
MUST THEE
ALIGHT ONCE
MORE ON THIS
SANCTUARY...

WILL ONLY
BEFALL THOSE

WHC BRING IT PERHAPS,

PERHAPS
YOU SHALL
BE SPAREDP

STAY .
WHERE You & . _ ...AND
ARE, YOU ; MY AUGLUR
AND THE ‘ SHALL COME,
OTHER... A TO BRING YOU

BEFORE ME

-- WE
SHALL
SPEAK
ABOUT WHAT
YOU HAVE
PONE
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LITOLD
YOUNOT TO
FALL ASLEEP

WHAT DI
THE LORD

..BUT
k ) ONLY YOU couLp
INPEED, HAVE ROUSED MY
I HARDLY | ; 7 W \v LORP TO SUCH A
PARED 1 / A j FRETFUL STATE

WELCOME
HOME,
BELOVEDP

! ALONG WITH
Us, TO THE
K HOUSE
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I PIP
NOT EXPECT
THE LORP TO
ALLOW ME

ONTO THE
GROUNPS

'

PERSCON

ON BEHALF
OF MY PEOPLE,
WHO WERE
STEWARPEP
BY HIS WORPS
IN TIMES LONG

"..THIS IS
SOMETHING
MY LORP WILL
WANT TO SEE"

"“THE COURT
AWAITS Us”

OH, HE HAS
4 HOWEVER,
FORBIPPEN T WiLL

IT, OF COURSE o'\ o IT

THE LORP WILL
CEPE TC ME ON
THIS MATTER

OUR HOUSE
HAS ALWAYS |
BEEN A REFUGE,
ANP IT WILL NOT
TURN AWAY THE
PENITENT WHILE
I STILL LIVE

..NOW,
THERE IS
ANOTHER-~

GOOPNESS,
AND A HEARTY
LAP YOU ARE!

IAM
APAMUS,
COMPANION TO
THE LORP

...I'VE COME TO
SPEAK TO THE LORP,
TO ASK FOR HIS HELP

MY MISSION,
AS EXPLAINEP BY
MY ELPERS...

WHAT BRINGS
YOU HERE IN SUCH
PIRE COMPANY,
YOUNG MANZ




HE SHALL
WAIT IN YOUR
LOPGING

YOUR
COMPANION SHALL
NOT PASS THE COURT
GATES, ROSHIM

"WE ARE
HERE AT
LAST’
INPEEP"

"ON THE PEAK OF
CARCOS, THE LORP'S
COURT RESTEP IN THE
CROWN OF A CRUMBLING

TEMPLE, WITH A VIEW
OF THE WORLP CURVING
AWAY IN EVERY PIRECTION"

PATREON.COM/PURPLEBIRDMAN

IwiLL
PRESENT
YOU TO THE
LORP

"THE AIR HUNG
HEAVY AND FRAGRANT,
RICH WITH THE SCENTS
OF FLOWERS, VINES, AND
FRUITING TREES"

LLCWILL OH
YOU BE ALL Y
RIGHT? LAMBKIN! I NEVER
g EXPECTEP TO
PASS THESE
GATES ALIVE

GO,
AND PO
NOT WORRY
ABOUT ME

THIS

IS YOUR

MOMENT,

IS IT NOT?

WE
ARE HERE
AT LAST

"AGAIN I SAW
WHITE LILIES,
SHOT THROUGH WITH
VEINS OF GoLP"




...I KNOW
WHAT YOU ARE
THINKING,
ROSHIM

"WHAT A
RUIN I HAVE
COMETO!"  weLL,

CARCOSA
HAS SEEN
BETTER
PAYS
BuT
THE LORP
PREFERS
THINGS THIS

LTS A
STRANGE
PLACE TO
FIND THE ONE
I IMAGINEP

INPEEP,

CARCOSA

WAS ONCE

QUITE A
SIGHT

WHEN I
FIRST ARRIVED,
THE GOLP-WASHEP
LIGHT COULP FAIRLY
BLINP ONE, AND THE
STEEPLES OF THE
COAST BLAZEP
LIKE TONGUES OF
FIRE...

TOPAY, I
FIND IT RATHER
EASIER ON
THE EYES

MANY COME FROM
THE COURTIERS OF THE AFAR TO PASS THEIR

LORP ARE THE SICK, THE FINAL PAYS HERE,
SUFFERING, AND THE AMIPST THE GREEN MY LORP

ARE HIS
COURTIERST

FAVOR _ HE
FOR you SL-EEPS

MUCH
THIS

TIME OF - '
&

...BUT SINCE
HE FORESAW
YOUR ARRIVAL,
HE HAS STAYEPD
AWAKE
FOR THIS
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AUDIENCE... A

b >

WORLP-WEARY PLENTY

COURTESY
HE SELPOM

IS, IN HIS OWN
WAY, QUITE
KIND...




MY PEAR

Seall | . ! , o = 4 B 8

...APPROACH, P : : { i PRESENT
BUT STAY : b TO YOU CUR
BEHIND ME y . ¢ ¥ - ; . . GUEST

\ --THE GLORY
7 OF GOLP!

v; / / HOPE OF THE

HOPELESS...
g ) MY
} GRACICUS LORP
' - OIPECALLA
3 /| b
RDMAN N \ 139

)
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...I HAVE
WATCHEP A
BRIGHT FLAME
APPROACH ALONG
THE RIVERBANK

ITS LIGHT PIERCES
WATER ANP GROVE,
FIRMAMENT AND
FLESH...

APHAEL.,

FLAME OF

THE WEST | 1SAP TO

MINESELF, SURELY
THIS IS THE FINAL :
CHALLENGE |
TO THE REIGN
OF GOoLP...

|

...ANP YET,
I HAVE YOUR
LETTER

ITIS OPP
THAT YOU WOULP
CHOOSE TO GREET
ME WITH SUCH A
THREAT...

...PERHAPS,
PERHAPS -~

IS THIS
A THREAT,
O TORCH-BEARER?T

OR IS THIS
IGNORANCE?
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MY LORP
OIPECALLA

I-I PO NOT
UNPERSTANP
WHAT YOU MEAN

...BUT I HAVE
COME WITH
NOTHING SAVE
APLEA FROM
MY ELPERS FOR
YOUR HELP

ITIS AS
MY LETTER
STATES--

--THE FISSURE,
THE FOUNPATION,
THESE MAY YET
COME TO THREATEN
THE LIBRARY

IF MY PRESENCE

OFFENPS YOU, 1

APOLOGIZE,
SINCERELY...

AS YOUR
CHILPREN, MY
PEOPLE CALL
UPON YOU--
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THRCUGH PERHAPS IT

SEEMS A SMALL

MY VOICE, WE
PLEAP TO

THING, TO ONE

you SO BLESSEP

WITH GRACE...

...BUT YOU ARE

YET ONE OF THE
ARCHMASONS
OF MY HOME...

...WHERE YOU

ARE REVEREP

AS

THE SAGE OF

GOLP..

...ANP THE
HANP OF
GOP THE

STRANGER

COME
CLOSER,
CHILP OF
THE TOWER

LET ME
LOCOK YOoU
IN THE EYE




TELL ME, ...KNOWLEPGE
ROSHIM...  Las NEVER ALTERED

THE COURSE OF A
SINGLE STAR...

SWAYED A
SINGLE LEAF
OF A TREE...

PREVENTEPD A
SINGLE PROP OF
RAIN FROM
FALLING

S0 THEN,
WHAT USE IS
KNOWLEPGE?
COME

CLOSER, ANP
ANSWER HESITATE

...AN ANGEL

THAT'S MERELY BURNS
TOUCH MY
e SEE FEEL u BRIGHTER WE ARE

THE LINES IN MY BREATH  HAND; FEEL ALL FLAME,
PR HE LINES | Shgimt] proki s WITH THE FIRE OF A== TN
. CREATION THAN

THE BONES FACE IAMNO A MAN FLESH
BENEATH? RELIC

WE ARE
ALL MAPE OF THE
SAME STUFF

WHATEVER
YOU HAVE BEEN
TAUGHT...

AS ONE MAN TO
ANOTHER:

WHAT USE IS
KNOWLEPGE?

PATREON.COM/PURPLEBIRDMAN



MY LORD
' BOTH
19 NOT LIGHT LIGHT AND
BETTER THAN’ DARKNESS
PARKNESS? MAY BE 1 BUILT
YOU BUILT BLINPING  tyaT PLACE
THE LIBRARY, WHEN I BELIEVEPD
YOU ANP YOUR KIN, / SUCH THINGS
FOR THE PURSUIT OF /. OUGHT TO BE
KNOWLEPGE BUILT

8uT
NOW...

YOUR WORPS
ARE ENGRAVEP IN
THE FOUNPATION
ITSELF!

...LOOK
AROUND
you

HALF-
SWALLOWEP
B8Y GREENERY,
THIS HOUSE IS
ALL THE MORE
BEAUTIFUL
FORIT

ISAY TOYOU,
KNOWLEPGE IS
ON THE ROAP TO
VAINGLORY

THE WORLP
SHALL UNPO ALL
THAT MEN HAVE
BUILT; TO SAY
OTHERWISE
IS VANITY

YOU MUST
FIND YOUR

PEACE
WITH THAT

| %

BUT THE
LIBRARY HAS
LASTED A
THOUSANP
YEARS! 11 contans
MILLIONS OF
POCUMENTS,
FRAGMENTS OF
KNOWLEDGE
PISTILLEP FROM
THE SEA OF

CHAOS

ir's
ALIVE!

IT MUST BE
PRESERVEPD!

IS THIS
HOUSE NOT

ALIVEZ Wy FORCE

YOUR WILL- UPON
THE WORLD?Z

LETIT
GROW AS

IT WILL,
7 AND FALL
' AS IT WILL

ALL
KNOWLEPGE
IS FORGOTTEN,
REPISCOVEREP,
IN PERPETUITY

YOUR LIBRARY
IS NOT THE FIRST,
OR THE LAST

BUT THAT IS --ONLY
THE PURPOSE FAPING EMBERS,
OF THE LIBRARY! TRANSFIGURED
INTO A THOUSAND
YOUR SHAPES

LIBRARY! T ENSURE

NOTHING GOING
FORWARP WILL
BE LOST!

WE SHALL SIT

BY THE PIMMING FIRE
OF CREATION FOR AS
LONG AS WE CAN FEEL

ITS WARMTH 4
THE PURPOSE OF

LIFE IS TO MEET THAT
NIGHT WITH GRATITUPE
FOR OUR FLEETING
PLEASURES, FOR
THERE 1S NO VIRTUE IN
SUFFERING FOR
SOMETHING THAT
CANNOT LAST

AFTER A LIFETIME

OF STRUGGLE AGAINST
TYRANNY, BUILPING EMPIRE
AND ARMY, THIS GARPEN

(

NOTHING PLEASES ME MOST
CAN BE LOST, OF ALL
NG MA '
TP M IT SIMPLY
EVERYTHING GROWS, ANP 1
WILL BE REMAPE, TENP TOIT
ENPLESSLY EVENTUALLY,
THERE IS IT WILL PERHAPS THEN
NO FINALE, ENVELOPE I WILL SLEEP, ANP
NO GLORIOUS THIS HOUSE NEVER AWAKEN

ENP...

AGAIN
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AHH,

BUT YoU
THINK I AM A
FOOLISH oLp

THING?

PERHAPS,
PERHAPS

I HAVE
PIMINISHEP
FROM WHAT I
ONCE WAS

YET I AM STILL
OIPECALLA,
ONE OF THE FIVE
FINGERS OF THE
HANP OF THE
STRANGER--

LORP OF GOLP,
THE MORNING STAR,
ARCHMASON OF THE
SERPENT -~

EVEN THE PILLARS
OF THE EARTH HERSELF
YIELP TO ME, ANP THE
FIRMAMENT MOVES
ASIPE

BUT
YOou...

...YOU ARE
ONLY A BOY




--HELP
ME STANP,
ROSHIM

IF You
PON'T MINP,
AFTER ALL
THAT

S0 THEN;
LISTEN
BUTI WELL
MUST SAY, I
RESPECT
YOUR AMBITION

" ADAMUS,

MY
LEG WAS

IF You
SHATTERED

CERTAINLY,
PEAR LORP

IN AGES PAST,
WHEN THE EARTH
STILL RESONATEP
WITH THE STRANGER'S
PROMISE OF
GRACE--

PATREON!COM/PURPLEBIRDMAN

CARCOSA
WELCOMES YOU,
ROSHIM OF THE

LIBRARY

BUT ALAS,

I PO NOT THINK
I CAN GIVE YOU
WHAT You
SEEK

IMUST
SLEEP NOW;
APAMUS WILL

LOOK AFTER
You

Q
THEN, I REACHED N BUT THE STARS
FOR MY GLORY, IN ARE SILENT NCW, ANP
PEFIANCE OF OUR CREATOR, THE CONQUORER GOP

TO EMPOWER THE SEEP OF GROWS IN STRENGTH
HEAVEN ANP EARTH TO ANP INFLUENCE

R s
ESIST OUR CURSE THOSE

WERE PAYS
OF HOPE

r EVEN WE FIVE,

WHO CALLED OURSELVES
THE HAND OF THE STRANGER,
WE HAVE HEARD NO WHISPER

OF GRACE SINCE THOSE
EARLY DAYS

EVEN
WHEN YOUR
FOUNPATION
WAS LAID, IT WAS
OUR OWN ACT OF
FAITH

I FEAR THE
LONG YEARS OF
MY LIFE HAVE BEEN
UTTERLY SPENT,
ANP I HAVE NO
MORE TO GIVE
THIS WORLP

I SHALL
LENDP MY REMAINING
STRENGTH TO MY
CITY, MY GARPENS

OF COURSE,
YOU ARE WELCOME
TO SHELTER HERE

BUT SPEAK NO
MORE TO ME OF THIS;
IT OUGHT TO REMAIN IN
THE PAST, A CHILPISH

‘ FAITH OF MINE

&GO IN PEACE
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A SWEET,

CLEAR RINGING,

LIKE BELLS IN
THE WIND...

...AND
AGAIN, THIS
| UNFAMILIAR
MOLUNTAIN




HERE IPONCT
AGAIN  KNOW THIS LYETIT
PLACE... HAS BEEN MY
RECURRING
PREAM AS OF

AS WE
BATHE IN THE
GOLPEN LIGHT OF
CARCOSA MY sOoUL
YEARNS FOR MY
SANCTUARY

AND IN MY
PREAMS, MY MIND
FLEES TOIT

THOUGH BUT
A MEMORY ...

...THIS IS
AVALON, WY
KINGPOM

ITIS
NOT YOUR
PREAM,
LAMBKIN

WHY PO
YOU BRING
ME HERE?

IPONOT
MEAN TO
BRING YOU

HERE

KINGPOM

KINGPOM
NONETHELESS

YOU HAVE
FOLLOWEP
ME, SUCH AS

ITIS

I SUPPOSE
I HAVE LEFT
SOME POCRS
OPEN THAT
ARE BETTER
SHUT

WELL,
WHAT IS
THIS PLACE
TO YOU?

ITS
BEAUTIFUL

THE APVENTURE
CONTINLUES
IN CHAPTER 3!




AUTHOR'S NOTE

THANKS FOR REAPING MY COMIC!

THOUGH THIS WAS ONE OF THE MOST PROPUCTIVE ANP HAPPY COUPLE OF YEARS OF MY LIFE,
UNFORTUNATELY THE COMIC HASN'T PERFORMEP WELL. THE REST OF IT IS PRAFTEPD, BUT TO KEEP
MY FINANCES IN SHAPE, I'VE GOTTA MOVE ONTO MORE CROWP-PLEASING IPEAS UNTIL I CAN
FIGURE SOMETHING ELSE OUT.

STILL IT'S NOT ALL BAP. THERE'S BEEN A LOT OF ARTISTIC IMPROVEMENT, AND "AVALON" HAS
GIVEN ME VALUABLE EXPERIENCE IN PROPUCING COLOR ANP LEARNING WAYS THAT COLOR CAN
COMPLIMENT MY WORK. TI'LL BE SITTING WITH THE LESSONS OF PROPUCING IT FOR A LONG TIME
ANP I'M PLANNING TO BUILP ON TOP OF THEM ANP COME BACK WITH EVEN BETTER MATERIAL.

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTEP ME POING THIS!
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